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Committee resumed,

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that the
amendment made by the Legislative Couneil
be made subject to the modification moved by
the Attorney General,

Question put and passed.

No. 6. Clause 11.—In the first proviso, after
the words ¢‘diseharged soldier,’’ in line two,
jngert ‘‘or in case of a decensed soldier the

surviving relative that in the board’s opinion -

is most deserving of consideration’’:

The PREMIER: I do not think it is neees-
sary to put in these words. The soldier should
have the right to say in his will to whom the
land should be left. I move— -

That the amendment be not made.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Bill provides at present
that if a soldier gets a block of land and
wigshes to transfer it, he can transfer it to
whom he likes; buf that if the person to whom
he transfers is not also a returned scldier, the
transferee has to pay the full amount of the
rent. Suppose a married soldier had land, and
wanted to leave it to his wife, in the case of
his death?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
wife is & dependant.

Quostion put and passed;
amendment not made.

No. 7. Clause 17—Add at the end of the
clause the following: ‘‘but before any such
action be taken by the trustees, the hoard must
be consulted and its approval obtained, any
difference of opinion batween the two bodies
to be referred to the Minister, whose decision
shall bo final’’:

The PREMIER: I agree with that amend-
ment, and I move—

That the amendment be made,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
smendment made.

No. 8. Clanse 27—After the words ‘Gov-
ernor may’’ strike out ‘‘with the sanction of
the Government'’:

The PREMIER: The words struck out are
unnecessary. The Governor has not power fo
do anything whatever without the consent of
his Ministers. 1 move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

No. 9. Clause 30, Subclause (1), line 1—
Strike out ‘“as early as possible’,” and insert
¢‘Within two months’’; and after the word
“‘prepared,’’ line 2, insert ‘‘and printed’’:

The PREMIER: I am agreeable to this
amendment, I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
emendment made.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted, and
a Message aceordingly returned to the Legisla-
tive Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAT.
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [1.57]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn until
230 p.m. (Friday).
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.50 a.m. (Priday).

Then the

the Couneil’s
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Legislative Council,

Fridey, 20th December, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Papers Presented’’ see ‘‘Minutes of
Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—VERMIN PROOF FENCING,

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (without
notice} asked fthe MHonorary Minister: Is
there any provision in the existing Vermin Act
to compel an owner to satisfactorily fence hias
land with rabbit-proof fencing to the satis-
faetion of an inspector and whether such
owner would be free from rates as is provided
for in the Bill just passed?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
replied: Under the Vermin Boards Act, 1909,
all holdings are rateable. There is provision
to exempt from rates any heoldings that are
considered enclosed with a vermin-proof fence.

BILL—WHEAT MAREKETING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report adopted and a Message acecordingly
forwarded to the Assembly requesting it to
make the amendments, leave being given to sit
again on receipt of a Message from the As-
sembly.

BILL—EARLY CLOSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Report stage—Bill discharged.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—FEast) [3.5]; I feel in a diffienlt
position in vegard to this Bill. The Govern-
ment promised to introduce & Bill on certain
lines and did so. It is evident to me that to
persevere with & Bill on these lines would
mean that several hours would be occupied in
debating it, and that all possibility of getting
it through this House and another place be-
forc the end of the session would be lost. It
has been suggested that the Bill should be
amended on other lines, the fixing of the hours
by Parliament. That matter has been eonsid-
ered by the Government. The Government pre-
viously rejeeted a proposal that they should
submit a Bill fixing the hours by Aet of Par-
Hament and they are siill of that opinion.
Therefore I am not in the position to support
an amendment o fix the hours. I adwit I am
unable to carry out the promise T made and
I am prepared to admit also that I have failed
in the promise which I gave. I accept the re-
sponsibility and move—

That the Bill be discharged from the

Notice Paper.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[38): T &0 not know what my position is
in eonnection with this matter., This is a Bill
in which I am particularly interested. I do
not know whether the Colonal Secretary will
object to an amendment from me which might
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possibly meet with the approval of the House.
This is undoubtedly a matter of urgency. In
this regard T outlined the amendment when
the Bill was in Committee and I have gince
taken the opportunity of finding out the
wishes of the parties concerned, namely, the
butchering trade of the metropolitan area,
and they have agreed to a proposal similar to
that which I outlined, and from the remarks

which fell from several hon. members, I un-

derstand that the amendment I moved found
some favour, whereas they are not prepared
to allow the Arbitration Court as they claim
to usurp the powers of Parliament. The
amendment I proposed was a definite one and
T would like to know my position. Is it pos-
sible for me after such a motion as that which
has been moved by the Colonial Secretary to
move for the recommittal of the Bill for the
purpose of considering Clamse 6%

The PRESIDENT: Ths hon.
would be in order in so doing.

Hon., TE. MILLINGTON: I move an amend-
ment—
That the Bill be recommitted for further
considering Clause 6 and for the purpose of
adding a new eclause,
The idea of fixing the hours as suggested
here is already in vogue in the other States.
I hope the House will agree to the recom-
mittal.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

member

Ayes .. .. oo 11
Noes .. .. .. 13
Majority against .. .. B
Aygs.
Hon. H. Carson Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. H. Millington
Hon. ). Cunuinghem Hon. J. Mills
Hon, J. B. Dodd Hon, H. Stewart
Hon, 3. Duffell Hon, G. W, Mlles
Hon. J. A. Grelg {Tellar.)
Nogs,
Hon. J. P. Allen Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon. O. F. Baxter Hobp. J. Nicholson
Hon, E. M. Clarke Hozn. B. Rosa
Hon, H. P. Colebatch Hon, A, Sanderson
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. Sir E. H. Wlttenaom
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. H. J. Saundera
Hon. W. Kingsmill (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I do not con-
gider T have had fair treatment from the
leader of the House on this guestion. Yester-
day he assurcd me that the Bill would be
placed early on the Notice Paper and would
be considered. I did not know until the Min-
jster rose to his feet that the Bill was to
be discharged from the Notice Paper. T re
alige that I am in a minority im this, but I
think some explanation is dve to me. No
adequate reason has been given. The po-
gition is most unsatisfaetory, and whatever
happens, the Government will have fo take
full resporsibility for it. Thers was plenty
of opportunity to introduce the Bill much
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carlier, so that hon. members would not hive
had their present reasonable excuse for suy-
ing that there is no time in which to con-
gider the Bill. There again the responsibility
is with the Government. When people ara
anxious te abide by the law the Govern-
ment will not assist them to do so. Those
who voted against my amendment did so, not
beeause they were not prepared to deal with
the Bill, but, I take it, as a protest against
the unfair maoner in which the Government
have treated this Chamber. T agree that de-
batable questions such as this should he
thoroughly discussed. The Government havae
broken faith with the parties concerned in
the Bill, by bringing it down at a time when
it cannot possibly be dealt with. The Bill
has been prepared for u long time past, and
could have been dealt with at a mueh carlicr
date. T presume after we have hastily
slummed the business of the country this
evening we shall go into recess probably
until about August next, and the peculisrly
constituted Government will run this eonn-
try during a peried of reconstruction when
many problems will need attention. That
is their policy, so it is no use complaining.
They know however that it will not be pos-
sible to submit this matter agnin for »n-
other 12 months. They are deliberately
ignoring the position after all the facts have
been placed hefore them and I take this op-
portunity of repeating that whatever does
oceur, the responsibility for it will be en-
tirely on the shoulders of the Guveramoent.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [3.321: I support the motion to dis-
charge the Bill from the Notice Paper. I
am not called vupon to defend the leader of
the Housge, and probably he would not thank
me if I did. He is very well able to look
after himgelf, I am not going to accnse the
leader of the House of breaking faith with
mé or anyone else.

Hon. H. Millingten: I do.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: 1t can only be a
migunderstanding. I have sat here under two
leaders, one representing one party and one
representing another, and I have never heard
a suggestion that there has been a breach of
faith, thongh there have been misunderstand-
ings. T will leave it at that. I urre that this
BiN be discharged from the Notice Paper.
The hon. member’s protest against the man-
ner in which business has hbeen condueted
by the Government is true so far as it goes,
but it does not cover the whole ground. If
there has been any unfair treatment of opno-
nents in thiz matter, it was scen the other
night when the unusual course was followed
of ecalling for a division without further dis-
eussion, There are half a dozen questions of
ten times more importance than this, which we
have not even on the Notice Paper. and we
are asked that this Bill should not be dis-
charged and that the whole business of the
House should be hung up. For what purposef
For endorsing an agreement between emrlovers
and employees, which apreement mnst always
be viewed with suspicion by the public. When
the hon. member comes forward as a champior
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of the master butchers it is time for the general
public to be suspicious, and particularly those
members who represent the public in the
narrow and restricted area within whick this
dispute comes, Next session when the matter
is brought forward we shall have an oppor-
tunity of going fully into it.

Hon. J. E. DODD (Sounth) [3.36]: Some
explanation other than that given by the Col-
onial Seeretary ia due to the House. I want
to seo the House get fair treatment, and if
anything bears out the arguments adduced by
Mr. Duffell and Mr. Allen when this Bill
was before the House, it is the action taken
by the Colomial Secretary this aftermoon. I
am glad the House did not fall into the error
of throwing out the Bill at that particular
time. There is every justification for believing
that this Bill was brought forward by the Gov-
ernment to evade their responsibilities and to
place those responsibilities on this Chamber.
T hope thera iz not going to be any industrial
trouble arising out of the Government failing
to get the Bill through.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[8.38]: T think Mr. Millington is rather beat-
ing the air, so to speak, on this matter, He
said he was not unduly critical of the Govern-
ment. I am sure he will avgnit me of any
habit of being unduly laudatory of the Gov-
ernment, but on this oceasion I do not see
anything left but to support the motion of the
leader of the House, and irrespeciive of the
merits of the Bill, and quite irrespective of
the fact that the Bill may coniain one clause
which is good and may be surroundad hy others
which are bad, if the hon. mewher for a
monent dismisses from his mind any of those
feelings engendered by the fact that this 13ill
deals with an industrial subject, and looking
at it from tbe chance of it going through, bhe
will agree with me that there is no chance of
it passing another place even if it did pass
this House. Tt would be an extremely foolish
thing on the part of this House to waste time
deliberately—and we know that a good deal
of time would be taken up in diseussing this
Bill if it remained on the Notice Paper—and
knowing as we do that it has no chance of
getting through another place, I ask hon. mem-
bers to look at the matter reascnably and
withont heat, The hon. gentleman, however he
may be treated by the Cclonial Secretary, cer-
tainly has been well treated by the House
because he delivered a couple of speeches on
this matter which he was not entitled to do.
I congratulate, not him, but the Houze on
having had the pleasure of listening to him.
We must remember in the first place that we
have not much time to consider this matter.

Hon. J. Duffell: We had all the time there
was. ’

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: We have not very
much time to deal with the measure Another
place which needs more time has less, and
when we remember, too, that the Colonial
Secretary has told us that he is going to
bring in a consolidating and amending Bill
which will be a fearsome article if it
iy Qdiscussed at the same langth as has
been done in conneetion with this measure, we
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are justified in supporting the leader of
the House in the motion which he has made.
At all events I give him my hearty support
irrespective of the merits of the measure,
purely as relating to the despateh of business
and taking, as 1 hope, a reasonable view of
this matter. T think the House is justified in
supporting the Colouial Secretary in moving
that the Order of the Day be discharged.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.57]: I must
exonerate the leader of the House for adopting
the attitude of moving to discharge this Bill
from the Notice Paper, but that action is not
in keeping with the bull-dog tenacity the hon,
gentleman used to display in years gone by.
This attitude on the part of the Government
on industrial legisiation, reminds me of a
song called ‘‘To-morrow,’’ which was sung
in a pantomime which I heard some years ago.
When the comedian who sang the song was
asked to give an encore he always replied,
““To-morrow,”” That is the policy of the
Government. When they are asked to do
anything in connection with industrial legis-
lation,, their reply is ‘‘To-morrow.”’  Mr,
Sanderson’s reply is ‘‘Next session.”” T do
not agree with Mr. Kiogsmill when he says
we are justified in voting for the diseharge
of this Bill on the reasoning that another
place will throw it out.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T did not say
would throw it out.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Anyhow, that is no con-
cern of ours. I am not coneerned now abont
the late hour at which the Bill wag intro-
duced to thiz Chamber. The Bill was intro-
duced and the Colonial Secretary moved the
second reading. Strenuous protests were
made against its introduction at its second
reading. A six months’ amendment was de-
feated. The measure went into Committee,
An amendment was moved to postpone the
commencement  of its operation till 1925.
That was defeated. An unguccessful at-
tempt was made to move the Chairman out
of the Chair. By three votes of hon, mem-
bers of this House the Council endorsed the
action of the Government in bringing down
the Bill. The measure was considered clause
by ciause in Committee, and certain amend-
ments were made and the Bill was pasgsed
through all its stages. Then it was recom-
mitted, and we had a two hours’ debate on
Clause 6, when, everybody being full up, I
had the temerity to move that the Committee
do now divide, thus upgetting Mr, Saunders
gomewhat., Truoe, the 20 members who voted
with me in favour of the Commities divid-
ing are equally responsible with me. Then
a motion was moved that Clause 6 be struck
out, and 14 members of this House, an abso-
late majority, voted for the retention of the
clause.

Hon, W, Kingsmill: Foorteen membhers 3o
nol represent an ahsolute majority.

Hon, J. CORNELL: The Bill was reported
to the Honse, and we are now considering Lke
report stage, to he followed by the earrying
of the third reading and the iransmission of
the measnre to the Assembly. If the
Agsembly throws the measure out that will
be the Assembly’s funeral, and mnot ours.

they



1802

Now, after all this disenssion, some members
aurge that the Bill be dischurged from the
- Notice Paper. The oxplanation must be,
then, that the Government do ot believe in
their own Bill but have introduced it only
by way of camcouilage, or that the Govern-
ment are too tired and want the sessien to

close, The Government’s attitude on thi‘a
measure  is unparalleled in  my experi-
anee  here. I thave Lknown Bills dis-

charged from the Notice Paper; but I have
never known a Bili which had reached the
report stage te be discharged from the
Notiece Paper, especially a Bill which had
been strenuously debated like this one has
been. At present I do not happen to be as-
sociated with the party to whiech Mr. Milling-
ton belongs; but I say adviscdly, if there
js one section of the community who are
overdue for legislative considerntion, and are
worthy of it, it is the industrial section,
After a delay of five years, they are being
put off again until ‘‘to-morrow.’’ It hasg
been assumed here that probably industrial
trouble will result. During my long associa-
tion with the Labour party, no one ever
accuged me of fomenting or advoeating
strikes. But that long association led me to
the conelusion that the tiredness of publie
men getting out of step with the industrial
section of the ecommunity has been the cause
of industrial trouble and strikes. Can any
self-respecting  industrial union have any
faith in the Government after this action?®
No. In season and out of season I have
preached that the Australian commnunity is
the Jast word in democracy, equalily of citizen-
ship, and eleetion of Parliaments. I have al-
ways advised Constitutional methods. But
when the Constitutional machine becomes dis-
tupted, being either too lazy to work or too
tired to turn, them those looking to that
machine for aid must adopt other methods.
Right through the industrial history of this
State and of this Commonwealth one of the
contributing factors to TLW.W.-ism has been
tho laziness of ounr State and Federal legis-
lators, and their disinclination to frame bet-
ter industrial legislation uatil it-is years and
vears overdue, Is it to be wondered at that
the one big vnion movement—in which I per-
sonally can see no good—is so widespread?
Hon., members without an inside knowledge
of industrial affairs will deride the methods
and tactics of Australian industrials, say-
ing that they arc useless and destroctive,
and of no benefit to the State. But they
losa sight of the salient faetor: they them-
selves are largely responsible for sowing
the seeds of mistrust and uorest. If this is
a eriterion of what the present Government
are going to do in the months to come—they
have net many more months to go—of the
direction in which the Government are mav-
ing to try and evolve order out of the chaoa
now existing, not only on the side of the em-
ployees, but also on that of the employers,
toe try and bring about community of in-
tereat, the outlook for the future is very bad
indesd, and the sponer the countiry changes
ita Goversment for one that will give con-
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sideration to the most vital affaire of this
State, namely the relationship between em-
Ployers and employees, the better it will be
for the continuity of progress in thia State.
I conclude, as I opened, by sympathising
with the leader of the House in the action
he has adopted here to-day, whieh I repeat,
is not in keeping with any of his fighting
characteristies—characteristics he has ex-
hibited during his long career in this House
and in the public life of Western Australia.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[3.66]: I only desire to say one word. I
must admit that this little Bill, which seemed
te me, from the small part I took in the dis-
cussion, net a very barmful one, now puts
me in mind of a picture I onee saw in the
‘“Western Mail.’? There was a wonderful
Bill and underneath ran the legend, ‘‘They
did not know it was loaded.’”” Now this
tittle Bill I did not know to be of so much
importance. I left it to be considgred by
those who understand the subjeet. I have
risen not merely. to explain my vota. . My
in¢lination when the measure first came for-
ward was not to vote on it at all. However,
that is an attitude whieh I do not like to take
up. I generally have strong opinious one
way or the other. In this case, had T had the
opportunity of exercising my own opinion ¥
should have voted with my friends on the
cross benches. But when we are told by the
leader’ of the House that the Government
who introduced the Bill wish to withdraw it,
I think it wonld be extraordinary to tell the
Government that they must go on with the
Bill. What sort of Bill would result if the
Government handled it unwillingly? It is
only becanse the Government who introduced
the Bill desire to withdraw it that I now
snpport the motion.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
[3.57]: It has been urged as a reason why
this Bill should be withdrawn that the publie
have had ne opportunity of expressing an
opinion upon it. PBut the public have had al-
most a week, and not one newspaper cireulat-
ing in the metropolitan area has protested
against the Bill, nor has any member of the
public seen fit to voice a protest apgainst it
through the columns of the Press. So much
for Mr. Sanderson’s argument. He ig desirous
that the Bill should be dropped. That is con-
sistent with the position whieh he took up on
the second reading. As soon as the Bill got
into Committee he tried to kill it. He is en-
deavouring to kill it now; and s0 we must give
him eredit at least for comsistemcy. The first
argnment used by Mr. Sanderson wog that the
public had not been consulted, nor given any
opportunity of enfering a protest against the
passage of the Bill. .

Hon., A. Sapderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I elaim that the
public bave had ample opportunity doring the
past five days. There has been no protest in
the Press apainst the passage of the Bill. That
leads me to think the public are not opposed
to the enacting of this measure. We know
there are at least two sections, both parties
to an industrial agreement, very anxiouws to
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#ee the measure enaeted. Not ouly have they
interviewed Mr. Millington on the question,
but they have also, by deputation, brought the
matter under the notice of the leader of this
House, with such effect that be has seen fit,
though knowing it is the policy of the Gov-
ernment to introduce an early closing consoli-
dating measure next session, neverthelesa to
introduce this Bill. The Government are de-
sirous of going into recess ms early as pos-
gible. We know that they have mot had a
happy session nor could it be expected that
they would have a happy session, If it were
not for the gerious position of this industrial
matter, I would be pleased at the action the
{overnment have taken in connection with the
Bill becanse it shows what industrialism can
expect from the present Government, Mr.
Sandlerson stated that this was an agreement
whick would have to be viewed with suspicion,
This agreement is in accord with the provis-
jons of the Arbitration Court.

Hon. A. Sanderson:
suspicioua.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: The hon. mem-
ber is absolutely opposed to the settlement of
disputes by arbitration,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I am glad to
hear the hon. member’s endorsement of that
remark. The only weapon now left in the
hands of the unionists according to the hon.
member is direct action. My friend is in
favour of that,

Hon. A. Sanderson:
Court, not arbitration.

Hon., J. CUNNINGHAM: The hon. mem-
Vber has attempted to qualify his remarks. He
certainly must have bad in hig mind the pre-
sent arbitration laws. If we are not to coun-
sel the workers to take advantage of the ar-
hitration laws of the State we throw them
back on the old weapon, direct action. That
is not my pelicy. We find that although the
agreement in this case was registered under
the Arbitration Act, the ecourt has no power to
give effect to the agreement, Some of the par-
tics to this agreement have withdrawa for the
purpose .of taking n mean advantage of the
master butchers who remained loyal to the
agrecment. XMon, members who voted for the
throwing out of the Bill are quite prepared
to give their suppert to that seetion of the
Employers’ Association who desire to steal the
busginess of those who remained loyal and
whose desire is to eclose their premises in ae-
cordance with the agreement. I fully expected
that we would be dealing with thiz Bill soon
after the tea adjournment lost evening, There
has been a breach of faith or a2 misnnderstand-
ing. I am prepared to believe it has been &
misunderstanding, However, Mr. Millington
has been misled and it is due that an explana-
tion should be made to himm by the Colonial
Secretary. I fail to see the logic of the re-
mark that we have no time to deal with the
Bill. We have all next year; there is no need
to hurry into recess. I am quite prepared to
come along here and render what assistance T
can give. Why are the Government so anxious
to close Parliament? If there is need for such

That makes it more

I said the Arbitration
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legislation as this why should we hurry away?
There is only one reason and that reason exists
within the ravks of the present Government
or the party supporting the Government.
There is dissatisfaction there and it proves
that the present team are the weakest that has
ever sat in the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia, If the House desires to retain the re-
spect of the people, they will vote against the
motion to discharge the Bill from the Notice
Paper.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES (North) [4.13]:
I regret the metion of the Government in pro-
posing that we should drop the Bill.  The
House has already dealt with the measure and
I think it should have gone on to auother
place so that they wnight decids whether it
ghould go through or not. There is one clause
that T was opposed to and I take strong ex-
ception to the motion moved that we drop the
Bill. There is no need to go into recess to-day.
Wa have been here since August and we have
had many adjournments for the convenience
of some party or other, and here in the last
week of the session measures are thrown over-
hoard in this fashion, It is time we made a
protest against this manner of conducting the
business of the country, Employer and em-
ployec are agreed on this question and we -
should bave an opportunity of putting the
measure through, I entirely disagree with
Mr. Sanderson and Mr. Kingsmill, who
twitted Mr. Cornell about dividing the
House. 8ix hours were devoted to the dis-
cussion of this measure and it was just about
time that o division was taken. Members are
now asked to de in a couple of days what it
should take a couple of montha to carry out.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatech)—East—in reply) [4.14]: I feel
that a great deal of the criticism that has
been levelled, not against the Government, but
againat myself in this matter, is entirely justi-
fied. I have mever felt wmore personally em-
harrassed in regard to any action I have taken
before, but I do feel it in regard to this Bill
I eannot acecept the statement of Mr. Cornell
that the blame is the Government’s and
not mine. I take the blame on my own
shoulders. 8o far as my conversation
with Mr. Millington is concerned, there was
no intention to mislead him in the matter. T
did not at any time give him to understand
that I eould support the amendment he pro-
posed to move, but I did assure him that the
Bill would find a place on the top of the No-
tice Paper. The Government refused to take
the responsibility of introducing a Bill that
would settle this dispute, but they did agree
to introduce a Bill which would enable the
Arbitration Court to settle the dispute. That
is what the Bill provided. It is idle to say
the Bill had pasced ail stages and that we had
only to adopt the report and send the Bill to
the Assembly, Had that been the position I
would have adopted that course. The position
wag that there was a motion to recommit, and
I could not assure my colleagues that the Bill
could be got through in that form. Mr. Mil-
lington realised that, and his suggestion was
that this Clause 6, which would have been de-
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bated for hours, should be dropped, and an-
other clause ingerted whick, instead of having
the effect of allowing the Arbitration Court to
settle the dispute, would have had the effect
of allowing Parliament to settle the dispute.
When my colleagues in the Government de-
clined to support a Bill which would have the
effect of allowing Parlinment to eettle the
dispute, they were merely confirming their
original decision, and so are in no way to
blame. Had they decided otherwise, whea I
came to the House this afternoon I should
have been prepared to support Mr, Milling-
ton’s proposed amendment. That is the posi-
tion, The Government resolved on a ecrtain
course, it became obvious that the course could
not be followed, Mr. Millington suggested an
alternative course, the Government could not
agree with that, and therefore the omly avail-
able course was to abandon the measure. As
to the late hour at which the Bill was intro-
duced, not many members are familiar with
the difficulties there are in having Bills drafted,
in view of ‘the enormous amount of work
placed on the shoulders of the Parliamentary
Draftsman at a time like this, It is idle to
say that because the matter was brought under
my notice two or three months ago, I should
have had a Bill prepared straight away. There
were many difficulties in the way, many in-
quiries to be made, and a good deal of un-
avoidable delay. The suggestion that the Gov-
ernment are anxious to get into recess is one
that cannot be denied. I have been a member
of the Government for two and a half years,
and we have been sitting in Parliament practi-
cally the whole of that time,

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: Whose fault is that?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do mot
know,

Hon. W, Kingsmill: It is just habit.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Personally
I am very anxious to get into recess. If, as
one hon. member suggested, this House was
prepared to go on indefinitely passing legisla-
tion, I should be very glad to see the House
go on; but it would have to be under other
leadership, because when we sit here the long
periods we do it is impossible for me as
Minister to carry out my administrative work
at the same time.

Question (that the Bill be discharged) put
and o division taken with the following re-
sult:—

Ayes . .. 16
Noes .. . 10
Majority fer 6
AVER
Hon. J. P. Allen Hon. R. J. Lyan
Hon. C. . baxter Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. H. P, Colebatch gon. }1{\ JSangPZDH
i on. H., J. Saunders
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. H, Stewart
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. E. Rosa
HHon. W. Kingsmill (Telier).

[COUNCIL,]

NoEes.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan

Houn, &. W. Miles
Hoo. H. Mlilington

Hon. J. Mills

Hon. J. W, Hickey

. (Teller).
Question thus passed; the Bill discharged.

Hon, H. Carson
Hon. J. Corneil
Hon. J. Cunningham
Hon, J. E. Dodd
Hon. J. Duffell

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT,

In Committec.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon, C.
F. Baxter (Honorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to,

Clause 2—Continuation of prineipal Aect:

Hon. G. J, G. W, MILES: I want to see
the Industries Assistance Board wound up at
an ecarly date, unless the Government adopt
a different attitnde towards farmers, and en-
courage them to keep sheep instead of grow-
ing wheat.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The present ad.
ministration of the Act is entirely unsatis-
factory and is beecoming a public scandal,
The scheme of assistance is being used as a
politieal machine. This idea of paying the
men 93. a day when we do not know swhether
they want it or .not, is against the best in-
terests of the Btate. It was a wrong policy
te adopt, and it was brought in beeause poli-
tiecal pressure was brought te bear., This
wages system has all the evils of private
enterprise and all the evils of socialism,
This system enables those who are inclined to
give the Government a fair dcal—and there
are many of them—to adopt fraudulent prac-
tices, in plain words, to rob the Government,
and the clanse in the Bill will perpetuate the
system, There is no reason whatever for
handing out this snstenance unless it is ab-
solutely proved that a man i9 in urgent need .
of if, and if the clause is passed the system
will continne. If the present system con-
tinnes, it will be a calamity instead of as
wag intended, something to the advantage of
the State. It is well to remind the present
easy-going Govermment now and again tha
in their administration all is not well, and
that eitizans do not admire the Government’s
adminisération as much as Ministers sdmire
it.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: Payments by the In-
dustries Assistanee Board now are not uni-
form, Married men with familics receive
9s.,, married men without family 7s, and
single men 58. per day. The amounts are
paid agninst inspectors’ actual choek of the
worlkk done, "Tnless the work has been done,
no payment is made. I know of no case in
which an inspector’s report has bedn turned
down, Certainly, there are not now any of
those flagrant cases to which Mr, Millington
alluded.” To Mr, Miles’s objection I reply
that the Government must either earry on the
wheat growers or else lose tens of thousands
of pounds. As regards sheep, the Govern-
ment are supplying a limited number through
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the Industries Assistance
Agrieultural Bank.

Hon. G, J. G. W, MILES: Do the Govern-
ment intend to continue the system for all
time?

Hon, C. F. Baxter: No. This extension is
only for 1920,

Hon. G, J. G. W, MILES: But is it re.
quired till then? The Government ought to
have provided £100,000 for the purpose of
supplying sheep to the settlers, instead of
continuing to subsidise, through the Indus-
tries Assistauce Board, wheat growing which
is in some cases, I believe, unprofitable.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The 1017 Act
carries the mcaswre on for 12 months, but

Board and the

this clausc asks us to authorise an extension -

to 1920. I may be wrong, since without care-
fully looking up the corresponding sections
in all the previous Acts, anyone might be de-
fied to say what extension this clavse really
proposcs to grant. I am anxious, and I dare-
say other people are anxions, that this thing
should stop as soon a&s possible; but we must
be reasonable and sensible in our action,
suggest that we let the Government go om
to a certain point, and that then we provide
ourselves with an opportunity of saying, not
that we want te go on for another year, but
that we must have some control over this in-
dustries assistance business,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The posi-
tion is that the Act passed in 1917—and that
was an amendment A¢t—provided that wno
ecommodity shounld be supplied, or money ad-
vanced, after the 31st Mareh, 1918, except
under the provisions of Section 14 of the
Act. TIn 1918 a continnation Aet was passed
which had the effect of continuing the opera-
tion till Mareh, 1919. At that period Parlin-
ment will not be in session, and therefore by
this Bill we seek to extend the Aet till Marel,
1920, '

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Do not let the
Goverument take this on uatil Marah, 15270,
Let us ineist that taey bring down a meastre
tr continne the operations of the bheard ns
loager than September, 1919. We shonld then
have some check over the proceedings of the
board. As a speeial concession I would make it
the 31st October. I move an amendment—

That in line 4 of Clause 2 the words ‘“the
figures 1920°’ be struck out and ‘‘the 31st

Qetober, 1919, and no Jonger’’ he ingerted

in lieu,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The amend-
ment mow fakes a different form. It will have
the cffect of completely terminating this Aect
in October, 1919. The objection to that is
that when we reach October the Government
will have advaneed money for fertilicers for
putting in the crop, and then they will be
prohibited from advancing mency siill neces-
sary to take off the crop. Therefore we wonld
not be able to realise on it. The assistance
afforded under thizs Aet must be for a period
which will cover the reaping of the harvest

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That seems a reason-
able objection and I am certainly not anxious
to do anvthing that will cause vnnecessary
trouble. This should be one of the first
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measures we should deal with in July or
August of next year. Let us review and dis-
cuss the situation calmly and fairly during the
whole of next August and then carry the Bill
on for another year.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Gov-
ernment recognise that the Industrics Assist-
ance Aet was brought in to meet an emer-
geney, and no one is more anxious than the
Governnent to see it off the Statute-book. The
Government are taking every step they ecan
with safety to the assets of the State and with-
out undue hardship to the settlers to gradu-
ally remove that statute. We cannot with
satety to the assets of the State cut the thing
off now. We are asking for power to carry it
over another harvest. If by next harvest the
Government desire to carry it for still another
harvest, then it will be their duty to approach
Parliament at an carly date and put up a
comprehengive case.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The House should de-
cide how long the hoard should continwe. T
wontd suggest the 31st March, 1920, as the
date on which the Ac¢t should eease to operate.
It is probably 18 months since I stated to this
House that we were producing wheat at a
cost of 4s. Gd. a bushel and receiving 4s, for
it and that the Industries Assistance Board
was finding the 6d4. How far was I out in that
statement? At the time the Government
rushed into this, the Americans, secing trouble
nhead, pulled oot of the agricultural machinery
business. Omne of them told me that the Gov-
ernment would never get out of the industries
assistance business onder a loss of a million
of money. Tt is now seen that he was about
right. The Committee will be wise in limiting
the existence of the board.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: I take it Mr. Sander-
son’s amendment is aimed at giving us a proper
opportunity of discussing this question next
gession; the intention of the mover of the
amendment is that the Continuation Bill of
next year must be brought forward early next
sesgion. I apgree that this should be done.
Apparently the position and the administration
of this board require to bhe very fully con-
sidered. But the amendment, if carried in its
present form, will lead to confusion. It ia
necessary that ‘“thirty-first day of March??
be struck out of the Act of 1917 and that an
amendment be made in the original Aet. I
rascommend the hon. member to embody that in
his amendment,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: On further con-
gideration T see it will be necessary to materi-
ally alter the amendment. It may take some
little time, for it is necessary fo look up the
rarent Act and the Act of last year also. In
the meantime I will withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: 1 move—

That the consideration of Clause 2 be
postpened until after the consideration of
the proposed new clanse.

This will give the hon. member a chance of put-
ing his amendment in order.

Motion put and passed.

New clanse:
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Hon, J. W, XIRWAN: I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause 2:—Section 8 of the Industries As-
sistance Act Amendment Act, 1917, is here-
by amended by adding at the end of
paragraph (e} the following words: ‘‘or
otherwise belonging to the applicant, except
a0 far as such chattels {not being supplied
under this Act) are the subject of a bill of
gale or lien registered prior to any such
advances being made.’’

On the second reading I stated why I thought
this provision was necessary. I understand
the Colonial Sceretary iz in favour of it, in-
asmuch as it is a suggestion eontained in the
report of the Industrics Assistance Board, the
object being to safeguard the interests of the
public.  On the second reading I quoted the
report of the Industries Assistance Board deal-
ing with this subject. According to that re-
port ihe Government agreed to reintroduce
amending legislation to provide for seenrity
being given over the echattels of asgisted
settlers. I thought it advisable to bring this
matter forward beeause it seems foo bad that
a man drawing 95 a day in the circumstances
explained hy Mr. Millington. should be able
to abandon his holding, sell his free assets
and leave the board and the ¢reditors lament-
ing. The amendment is merely an endeavour
to safeguard the interests of the public and the
secarity of the advances made by the board.
When the amending Bill came forward before,
it received very little notice. On looking up
“Hansard’! T found that only two members
made reference to what has taken place, and
I think their foresight should be referred to.
One was the leader of the House, and the
other Sir Edward Wittenoom. Even at this
late hour we would be acting wiselv in passing
the amendment that T have submitted.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tz the
elange similarlv worded to that which was intro-
duced in the Bill of 1917¢
" Fou. J. W. Kirwan: Exaetly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That being
the case I do not feel disposed to oppose it
now, althongh I know that arguments may be
advanced against it.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: The board is sof-
ficiently guaranteed under the Aet agamsc
advances they make. There may be instances
where some of these people do get away with
articles that might be useful to the board, but
T feel they are entitled to all the scenrity they
can get and the House should see that it does
not over-reach itself by acquiring the power
proposed, which to my mind will work a hard-
ahip. :

15011. J. DUFFELL: T realise that there are
others besides the Industries Assistanece Board
who are granting faeilities to settlers. 1 do not
altogether take it for granted that the remarks
contained in the report of the hoard that
these chattels have been sold and that the
money has been put into the pockets of the
settlers who have cleared ont are correct.
It is possible that the asscts have been dis-
posed of to pay for the groceries supplicd
by the storekeeper. We shall be depriving
the settlers of the necessaries of life if we
pass the amendment,

[COUNCIL.]

Ifon. .J. MILLS:  Everyone knows that
those who live on the land experienmce hard-
ships and difficultics. The scale was fixed
at 9s. i day and a man with a family of
threc or four children might have to send
thosc children to a school a few miles away,
and a good deal of self-denmial would be in-
dulged in in order to seeure a pony for them.
If the amendment is carried, the Government
wounld take a lien over such things as were
aequired as the result of self demial. I ecan-
not support the amendment.

Hon., J, W. KTRWAN: This is a recom-
mendation from the board, ard if we do mot
adopt it the board later on may say we °
agked for power and Parliament would not

-give it to us. We will then be in an awkward

position,  There may be cases of individual
hardship, but I think those hon. members
overlook the fact that there i3 a apecial
provision in the Aet to safegnard
suffering from bhardships such as have heen
foreshadowed.  There is a safeguard against
individual cases of hardship, but there is no
safeguard against the dishonesty to which
the board have referred, and there is no safe-
guard agninst the state of things o which
the board draw special attention.
Progress reported. [Resumed later.]

PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA, QUARANTIN-
ING CONTACTS —TELEGEAM 1IN
REPLY.

The PRESIDENT [5.53]: I have received
the following telegram from Mr. Watt, the
acting Prime Ministéer of the Common-
wealth: —

Your telegram re quarantining contacts.
As you will already be aware, contacts
from other vessels now being quarantined
at Albany. Western Australian troops on

. boat ‘‘Boonah’’ arc now being landed at

Woodman’s Point, and the vessel itself is

proceeding to the Eastern States, ealling at

Albany for further guarantine supervision.

The progpects for the future indicate that

there is no further probability of any

necessity for quarantine measures after the
vessels that arc now being dealt with—

(Sgd.) Watt, acting Prime Minister,

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

BILL—FORESTS.
Request for conference.

Moessage received from the Asgembly re-
questing that a conference be granted re-
specting the requested amendments pressed
by the Council in the Forests Bill.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—XEast) [5.55]: I move—

That the Council agrees to the conference
requested by the Assembly, and apnoints
the Colonial Secretary, Hon. J. A, Greig,
and Hon, H. Millington as managers for
the Council at the conference.

Hon. JJ. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [5.56]: One of the proposed managers

gattlers
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for the Council bas definitely stated in this
Chamber that he is opposed to timber hewers
baing allowed to operate in the Western Aus-
tralian forests. That being so, I cannot
help thinking it will be a waste of time to
expect the proposed Conference to agree in
sauch a way that the Bill will receive due
consideration,

Hon. J .A. GREIG (South-Eust) [5.57]: I
take it that I am the member referred to by
the last speaker. I did state definitely here
that I objected to the whole of the sleeper
hewers in the State, whether returned soldiers
or otherwise, being permitted to roamy
throughout the woods and forests of West-
ern Australia. But that does not mean that
I am not open to conviction, or not ready
to do a fair thing in conference. I take Mr.
Duffell’s speech as a reflection on my in-
telligence as a member of the Council,

Hon. J. Duffell: T am quite prepared to
accept the hon. member’s explanation.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoen. H, P.
Colebatch—East—in explanation) [5.58]: 1In
selecting the managers for- the proposed con-
ference, I chose two members who I knew were
opposed to the attitude of the Government and
in favour of the attitude of the majority of
the Council. I do not think I could do any
maore.

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [5.59]: Mr.
Duffell’s statement was quite correct. Mr.
Greig stated on the floor of the House that he
wished to abolish the sleeper hewer. How-
aver, I am quite satisfied that Mr., Greig will
represent the Council with all fairness and
every ability.

Hon, J. CORNELL ({South) [6.0]: I oppose
the motion for the holding of the conference.
The House may save time, and I believe it
will save time, by rejecting the motion. ILet
hon. membera consider the attituds of another
place on this Bill. The particular amendment
with whieh the conference would specially deal
has been rejected by another place on two
occasions without any alfernative being offféfed.
The essential point to me is the welfars of the
soldier hewer. But members of another place
extend to the soldier hewer mno consideration
whatever. This House is prepared to differen-
tiate between the soldier hewer and other
hewers, but the Assembly is not prepared to
do go. I do mot think the holding of a con-
ference will result in the devising of an sglter-
native proposal. The attitude of the Assembly
now is the aftitude that Chamber adopted
when the Bill first came from it. The matter
has avidently been brought under the notice
of the Returned Soldiers’ Association, the see-
retary of which has written me the following
letter, which is dated 19th December:—

At the last meeting of the Executive of
the Returned Seldiers’ Association a resolu-
tion was passed expressing the opinion that
the Government were doing an injustice
“under the Forestry Bill at present before the
House in taking away the livelihood of tim-
ber hewers who will be returning from the
Front.

That is the opinion of the soldiers, If the
conference take place, I hope the managers

1807

will do their utmost to see that the sleeper
hewers amongst the returned goldiers will be
able to return to their work under the condi-
tions which existed when they left.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN (South) [63]: T
would suggest that Mr, Greig might retire in
favour of another hon. member in whom we
could feel that the interest of the returned
goldiers would be safe. I would suggest to
Mr. Greig, in view of the remarks of Mr, Cor-
nell and in view of the desire of every hon.
member that there should not be the slightest
suspicion abroad that the retnrned soldiers
were not receiving the fullest possible con-
sideration at the hands of the House, that he
should offer to retire in plaee of one who is
a returned soldier and who, I am sure, would
have the confidence of all returned soldiers.

Hon. J. A. GREIG (South-East) [64]: T
certainly did not want the job onm the confer-
ence and it was not of my seeking. For one
thing, T am not feeling very well, but I think
Mr. Kirwan hag east a refleetion againgt me
by the remarks he has made. Those
remarks will go out to the werld and
they will make me appear to be one
who has no sympathy with returned sol-
diers, becauge I made the statemont in
this House that T was ount to do away with
the hewer. That iz my attitude towards the
hewer, because in my opinion he is creating
waste. At the same time I am out to assist
the returned soldier as mueh as anyone else
in thia House, and when I am asked to stand
down so that someone else, who it is said will
have more sympathy with the soldiers, may
take my place, I regard that as a refleetion
against my intelligenee and integrity. I may
inform Mr. Kirwan that I am not now pre-
pared to stand down for anyone.

Hon. JJ. W. EIRWAN (Sonth) [6.5]): I
simply wanted to voice the feeling thaf one
who is limself a returned soldier and who is
a recognised champion of returncd sgoldiers,
might be permitted to be appointed oné of the
managers at the eonference. I had no inten-
tion in any way of reflecting against the in-
tegrity of the hon, member,

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [6.6]: T have
been on a number of conferences. Whils T
have been a member of this House, I have al-
ways understood it to be the duty of the man-
agers that they had to carry out, not their
own wishes at the eonference bui the wishes
of the House they represented. I have every
faith in Mr. Greig who, I am sure, will ex-
press not his own views, but those of the
House.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.7 to 9.0 p.n.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The COLONIAL SECEETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatech—FEast) [9.5]: I have to report as
follows; —

Your managers have met the managera of
the Legislative Assembly and have agreed as
follows:—(1) That amendment No. 8 be

not made, (2) That amendment No. 9 be
not made. (3} That amendment No. 10 be
not made. (4) That Clause 24 be amended
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by striking out the words ‘except as here-
.}nafter provided'’ in the first line and by
ingerting in lieu thereof the words *‘except-
ing in the case of & person who prior to the
passing of thig Act followed the occupation
of a hewer in this State,’’ and by striking
out all the words in the clause after the
word ‘*Act’’ in line 5, (5) That amendment
No. 14 be made. (6) That amendment No.
15 be made. (7) That amendment No. 23
be made with the following alteration:—
That the words ‘‘the administration of this
Act in regard to'’ be inserted at the com-
mencement of the proposed Clause 75, and
that all the words after the word ‘‘permit’’
in line 4 of the same clause be struck out and
the words ‘‘shall be carried out subject to
the concurrence of the Minister for Mines’’
be inserted im lien thereof. (8) That amend-
ment No. 24 be not made.

Amendments Nos, 8, 9, 10, and 24 all relate
to Clause 24 of the Bill— Hewing of railway
eleepers within State forests prohibited.’’ Nos.
8 and 9 relate to hewing generally, No, 10 to
liewing by returned soldiers who had been
hewera before leaving the State, while No. 24
limits the period during which hewing by
returned soldiers can be carried out under
those conditions. The conference has decided
that Nos 8, 9, 10, and 24, all dealing with
Clause 24, be abandoned, and that Clanse 24
itself be amended by striking out the words
‘‘except as hereinafter provided’’ and in
lieu of those words inserting ‘‘except in the
case of a person who, prior to the passing of
this Aet. followed the occupation of a hewer
in this State,’’ and after ‘“Act’’ at the end
of the first paragraph all the remainder of
the clause be struck out. Clause 24 will then
read—

Except in the case of a person who prior
to‘the passing of this Act followed the oceu-
pation of a hewer in this State it shall he
unlawful within the boundaries of a Siate
forest to hew timber for railway sleepers
on the ares of any timber concession, Tease,
or permit granted before or after the com-
mencement of this Act.

The effect of that carriea out in its entirety
the wishes of this Chamber. The soldier who,
before he went away, and indeed the hewer
who did not go away—-it is assumed that per-
haps he was the father of a soldier—will
stand in exactly the same position as though
thiz Act had never been passed. But the Aet
will protect the forests to the extent that it
will not allow people who have never been
there before to po into the forests. So that
the course propesed by the managers entirely
meets with the wishes of the majority of the
members of this House. The managers de-
cided that amendments Nos. 14 and 15 he
mnde, Both of these amendmenta referred to
Clanse 41, dealing with the financial provi-
sions, and the wmanagers agreed that the
amendments asked for by the Legislative
Council should be made in the Bill. Amend-
ment No. 7 was the new elause proposed by
Mr. Ewing and as I explained last night, it
did oot in its then form serve the purpose
which the hon. wmember intended. That pro-

[COUNCIL.]

posed new clause is mow amended and will
read—
The administration of this Act in regard

1o the area comprised within the boun-
daries of the Greenbushes State forest ex-
cepting any area within such boundary, the
subject of any timber lease or permit shall
be earried out subject to the coneurrence
of the Minister for Mines.

That covers all the amendments and I think
it substantially corries out the wishes of the
majority of members of this Houvse, I move—

That the report be adopted.

Hon, J. CORNELL (South) [9.20]: Clause
24 was the bone of contention so far as I was
concerned. As we bave it now it means that
my desires have been fulfilled. There will be
no differentiation between the hewers who
went on service and the hewers who did mnot.
I would now like the Colonial Secretary to
give an agsurance that if the regulations are
amended in any drastic direction the hewers
who are on active service will receive fair
congideration, It would only be in keeping
with the general policy of all the employers
if that assurance were given,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The best
assnrance that I can give ig the clanse itself.
Any regulation that is made must be in keep-
ing with ‘the letter and spirit of the clause,
and the clause sets out as clearly as it is pos-
sible to set it out, that the privileges en-
joyed prior to the passing of the Act cannot
be interfered with.

Question put and passed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from an carlier period of the sit-
ting.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon, O,
F. Baxter (Honorary Minister) in charge of
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on a new clause moved by Mr. Kirwan,

Hon. J. E, DODD: I support the new
claugse. I have come into coutaet with many
people who have expressed similar views as
those uttered by Mr. Millington and others
The Government should take steps to safe-
guard the interests of the people in this mat-
ter, and if the amendment proposed by Mr.
Kirwan is earried, it will eertainly do some-
thing to strengthen their hands and conserve
the interests of the faxpayers. If the Gov-
ernment conld only find out what money was
being paid by the Federal Government by
way of old ace pensions to some of those re-
ceiving benefits under the Act they wonld be
astounded. Considering the immense amount
of money at stake in connection with the In-
dustries Assistance Board, the Government
should see that the administration of that de-
partment is put on a better basis than it is
at the present time. I know the hoard is
being got at in secores of places, and when
that happens the country is being got at.

Hon, J. A. GREIG: I agree with Mr, Dodd
that the hoard is being got at by its clients.
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That is no reason why the board should take
advantage of those people who joined the
board in the first instance. The board were
to take security over the land and the whole
erop and such maehinery as the board thought
fit, It was understood that they would not
take security over anything except what was
mentioned. If we pass the amendment all the
goods and chattels which were not mentioned
will antomatically become the property of the
board. If the Industries Assistance Board
have not sufficient security, [ suggest that
they should inform the client of the faet and
ask for this further security. They might
proceed similarly in the case of new clients.
In the event of an old client’s refusing to
give further security, the Board could refuse
to make further advances. But to take pos-
session, by Act of Parvliament, of all the
goods and chattels of the board’s old elients
scems to me & dishonest thing.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Does not the amend-
ment simply require people to pay their just
debtaf

Hon. J. A. GREIG: Two wrongs do mnot
make a right. The board have their inspect-
grs travelling round every month, and there-
fore ought not to let these people get into
such a desperate position.

Hon. J. Mills: The inspecturs have too
mueh to do.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: A phase of the ques-
tion which has not been mentioned by pre-
vious speakers demonstrates to ny mind
clearly a great lack of supervision on the
part of the board’s inspectors. Money has
heen advanced to certain individuals whe
evidently had convineed the board that they
wore live subjoets. With regard to advances,
the board should alopt the same attitude as
a banker. According to tha board’s report,
therc are numerous bad acconnts on  the
books, which I attribute ta Inek &f supor-
vigion.

Hon. J. Mille: Ahsolute nonsense.

Hon, JJ. DUFFELL: T take excephion to
that remark.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member
interjecting to withdraw,

Hon, J. Mills: I withdraw, Sir.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Some of the board’s
elientz have sold all their Jiquid assets and
cleared out. On the other hand, some of the
board’s clients who have failed are entitled to
be viewed charitably, having so far as they
could paid their just debts, The amendment
proposes to mortgage to the Induatries Assist-
ance Board the very beds that the szettlera’
children lie on,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Cases of hardship are
provided for.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: But red-tap takes no
account of hardship. I must oppose the new
clause,

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: I oppose the new
clause, although realising that there is some
rapson for it, and that it has been lannched
on the strength of the board’s report, Mr.
Dodd, although not very warmly supporting
the new clause, said he knew of people receiv-
ing 9s. per day and also receiving old-age pen-
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sions. 1 know of many old people who have
not obtained and will not obtain old-age pen-
sions, who have lost all the capital they
‘brought to this country in order to go om the
land. In the outlying districts this new pro-
vision would work much hardship. As regarde
inepection, I agree with Mr, Mills that the
inspectors are overworked, Either more in-
speetors, or else mors competent inspectors,
should be obtained. The new clanse would
work muech hardship on genuine, honest triers.
Moreover, the adeption of the new clause would
not prevent the shrewd type from getting at
the State.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Committee
shonld thank Mr, Kirwan for raising this
important matter, but I fear the amendment
might have a disastrous effect in respect of
elneses of chattels which do not require a regis-
tered bill of sale. The Government ough{ to
be safeguarded fully, but we must be careful
that we do not commit a wrong on other people.
The amendment itself provides an exceplion,
in the proposed addition to paragraph (e).
Under the Act the board has granted to it an
absolute lien or seceurity over the chattals
purchased with the board’s money and it is
now proposed by the amendment to extend
that so as to eover nll chattels belonging to
the applicant except chattels subject to a bill
of sale or lien registered prior to such advances
heing made. The chattels which are excepted
are those articlos of everyday hire, nsed on
almost every farm. The hiring agreement does
not require them to be registered. The only
way we could rightly approach people is to call
on them for some further security, and for the
board to take a bill of sale that would give the
board the natural security they require. As
to future applicants for asgistance, no doubt
a clause eould be drawn so as to eover not only
chattels hought with money received from the
hoard, nt all future acquired chattels,

Hon. [J. MILLS: Will members cxplain
what the ligeid assets of a farmer are? One
wonld think the assets of the farmer amounted
to thoonsands of pounds, whereas there ia very
little which a farmer has, As far as the Vie-
toria district is concerned. I know every In-
dustries Assistance Board farmer, and T know
that they have not the chattels, nnd I know
they are honest men. I shall not support the
amendment.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Mr, Duffell doubted
the aceuracy of the board’s report. The boeard
stated there were instances where farmers had
abandoned their farms and sold their assets
and pocketed the money and left their ercditors
lamenting. Tf Mr. Duffell doubts the accuracy
of reports made to the House, it is a serious
charge against the board., The board have
made certain recommendations which are neces-
cary to safeguard the public and if we do not
adopt the recommendations later on they will
say, “We could net do more because you do
not give us the power we ask.’”’ There is a
clause in the Act by which the board can exer-
cise their diseretion. My -idea is not to infliet
hardship but to prevent dishonesty.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The hon, member has
not cleared up the point. The board have lent
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monay on certain securities and now they make
a snggestion to amend the Bill which will give
them power to get more security than that on
which they originally advanced the money.

Hon, G, J. G, W, MILER: I support the
amendment; I cannot see what harm this can
do, the giving of extra security. It is an
ordinary business proposition. The board have
advanced money, they find the security is not
pufficient and they ask for more, If I owe
money to my bankers or creditors, I should
give them sufficient security, and if they find
they have not sufficient gecurity, they will ask
for more and should receive it, I will sup-
port the amendment,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: One point
the last speaker has overlooked is that when
a bank advances money to a eclient it does so
on a fized arrangement; and, having advanced
by way of mortgage money to a client, it is
not ¢ompetent for the bank to demand that
the client shall give security over something
else. The position that would arise if we
passed the eclause might do grave injustice fo
people other than the farmers. This will deal
with advances that have been made a long
time ago, Buppose a farmer borrowed from
the Industries Assistance Board, say a couple
of years ago, and they took what security the
Act allowed over his property; but at that
time he had certain nssets which the board
had not provided and which were not in the
security. Botween that date and this he may
have horrowed money on those very assets
from somebody clse and given that person a
bill of aale over them.

Hon. G. J. G, W. Miles:
ride the bill of sale.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
just what it would do, hecause the bill of sale
was made subsequent to the advance. It is
most cxtraordinary legislation to give by Act
of Parliament security that was not contem-
plated when the advanee was made, :

Hgn. . STEWART: Mr. Greig put the
position elearly. 1 agree that this Housc
would be comwitting a hreach of faith. The
position js not u matter of getting security
first and then naking advances afterwards.
The money was advanced on definite seeurity.
Now it is proposed to insist, by Act of Par-
liament, that additional security be put up.
‘What bank wounld take up the position of com-
pelling peocple to put up more seeurity on
money already advanced? It wounld be a
breach of faith to compel those eclients who
have been on the board for some time to put
up more security for an old advance. Befors
we can legislate on a report we require to
have further particulars, and to know more
about the report.

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I suggest to the
mover of the amendment that if the amenad-
ment be withdrawn we can have the whole of
this discussion again next session.

New clause put and negatived.

Postponed Clause 2—Continuation of pein-
cipal Act:

Hon. A. SANDERSON: This was post-
poned while I framed an amendment.
suggest that the Commitice reject the clause.
If this be done T will move the insertion of a

It wounld not over-

- Mareh, 1919,°’

I now-

[COUNGIL.]

new clause as follows:—*‘Commodities may
be supplied or money advanced under the prin-
cipal Aet or its amendments up to the 3lst
T have consulted authorities,
and I am assured that this will cover what a
majority of the Committee are agreed upon.
If we reject the clause the old extemsion will
auntomatically expire on the 31st March, 1918,
and if we agree to earry my proposed new
clanse the extension will run to the 31st Oec-
tober, 1919,

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 8
Majority for 7
AYES.
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. C. McKenzle
Hon, H. Carson Hon. J. Millg
Hon, E. M. Clarke Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, J. Cunnlngham Hon. E. Rose
Hon, J. Ewlng Hon, H. J. Saunders
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon §ir B, H. Wiltenoom
Hon. V. Hamersley | Hoo. H. Stewart
Hon. J. W. Hickey {Teller). *
NoEs,
Hon, 3. F. Allen Hon., G. W. Mlles
Hon, J. B. Dodd Hob. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. 1. Holmes Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. J. W, Kirwan (Teller).

Hon. R. J. L¥nn

Clavnse thuvs p:;.ssed.
New eclauge:
Hon, A, SANDERSON: I move—
That the following be added as a new
¢lause: — ‘ That a report and balance sheet
of the operations of the board shall be laid
before hoth Houses of Parliament by the
Minister in charge of the department on or
before the 30th September, 1919.°’
My object in moving the new clause is that
we may get some control over the beard. At
the present tim¢ we have no control. The
amendment will be of some value. At any rate
it will draw the attention of the department
to the anxiety of Parliament in the eonduet of
the affairs of the State.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Is there any similar
provision in the original Act? )

Hon, A. SANDERSON: There may be,
but I am not going to look into the matter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I sympa-
thise with the desire of the hon. member to
have these reports printed as quickly as pos-
gible and I have given an undertaking that the
present report shall be printed. T have also in-
formed hon, membhers that it is the intention
of the Government to print all these reports
in the future. I do not think thers is any need
for the new clause, because Section 27 of the
existing Act provides that the Treasurer shall
have prepared a financial statement and re-
port on the operations of the Act, and that
statement, together with a report of the Audi-
tor General, shall as soon as practicable, be
lai@ before hoth Houzes of Parliament.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I intend to support-
the amendment. I have before me the last
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typewritten report of the Industries Assistance
Board -and I find this information under the
heading of ‘‘good, fair, deubtful, and bad
debts,’’ Under the heading of ‘‘Good’’ the
advances total £111,000 and the proceeds
£101,000. Under the heading of *‘Fair,’’ the
advaneces were £275000 and the proceeds
£147,000. Under the heading of ‘¢ Doubtful,’’
the advances were £908,000 and the proceeds
#£182,000. Bad advances total £92,000; pro-
ceeds, £10,000, Grand total of advances is
£1,887,000, and the grand total of proceeds
£460,000, Let us take the earliest opportunity
of bringing this baukrupt Industries Assist-
ance Board to an end.

Hon, A, BANDERSON: I urge those mem-
bers of the Council who do not hold official
pusitions te remember that this is the only
opportunity we have of securing papers which
must be produced sooner or later, hut the
absence of whieh in due time prevents membera
from understanding the report and balance
sheet of the TIndustries Assistance Board.
Hence thia slause.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: I have much
pleasure in supporting tho new clause. There
are 2,250 settlers on the Industries Assistance
.Board, to whom has been advanced £1,387,000.
The proceeds have -becn £463,000. There arc
creditors outstanding £457,000, The number
of acres cleared is 908,000, That means that
the Industries Board have advanced £1 per
acre to the settlers. The land, according to
statements made by members of the Country
party, is worth under 15s. per acre. What is
the land worth to-day? The state of affairs
is shocking.

Hon, H. Stewart: Ts that for clearing alone?
May not there be other improvements?

Hon. G. J. &, W, MILES; I @&id not say
clearing alone. However, the £457,000 to other
ereditors would no doubt account for the other
improvements.

Hon. H. STEWART: I suppert the amend-
ment, ag I want information on State affnirs
as soon as I can get it, and accurate and
reliable information. Mr, Holmes’s figures, I
consider, do not give a correct impression of
the Industrics Assistance Board’s position, In

a period of three years the board advanced |

£2,300,000. My, Holmes hag failed to take into
aceount the 11 million bushels of wheat pro-
duced. We do not know what that wheat will
realise. We know, of course, that there is a
deficienecy on that wheat; but it iz not a
defieieney of millions. T know there will be
a loss on the Industries Assistance Board's
operations; but wag it not worth while to keep
on the land 2,000 men who will unltimately
make good? The position is that there is
£800,000 to the bad on the Industries Assiat-
ance Board, but with a harvest to come in.
The average of the past four years has been
£150,000 paid as rents, water rates, and taxes
by the Industries Assistance Board to other
Government departments, or a total of
£600,000, which amount would have been lost
had the settlers closed up and gone off the
land.
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New clause put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. e .. 13
Noea .. .. .. o1
Majority for .. .2
ATES.
Hon. J. P. Allen Hon. C. McEenzla
Hen, H. CGarson Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. J. B, Dodd Hon, A. Sandersan
Hon. J. Duffell Hon, H. Stewart
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. Sir B. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J, W, Kirwan Hon, J. Cornell
Hon. R. J. Lynn {Tealler.)
NoEs.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. J. Mills
Hon, E, M. Clarke Hon, J. Ntcholson
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon, E. Rosa
Hon. J, Cunningham Hon. H. J. Baunders
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. V. Hamerslay (Taller.)

New clauvse thus passed.
Title—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—FORESTS
Assembly ’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly notify-
ing that it had amended the Bill in aceordance
with the report of the managers of the con-
ference and roturned the Bill as amended for
the Council’s concurrence.

In Committes.
Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill,
Titie—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report ndopted.
Rend a third time and passed. .

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
“Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.P.
Colebateh~—East) [10.52): This is a very short
Bil! of five clauses each dealing with the separ-
ate proposals for road closure. Clause 2 pro-
vides for the elosure of a small portion of
Dampier-terrace, Broome. This is desired
owing to the fact that the tramway yards have
been erected therecon. The town council have
no objection and ample road access has been
previded in the locality. The third clause re-
lates to the closure of a road at Mandurah.
The right-of-way proposed to be clesed runs
thrcugh the hotel premises of Mr. Blee at
Mandurah. The road board purported to cloge
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this way under the provisions of the Roade
Act, but as the way is delineated on a sub-
divisional plan deposited at the Titles office,
the legality of the procedure of the road board
is open to guestion. The right-of-way was
closed on condition that Mr. Slee surrendered
to the Crown a portion of lot 329, one chain
in width, for the opening of a road in place
of the right-of-way. The Bill authorizes the
closure of the right-of-way econditional upon
the soil of the new road being vested in His
Majesty and proclaimed a public road. Clause
4 of the Bill relates to the closing of certain
roads in East Perth near the Cricket Associa-
tion ground. Some time ago the Western
Australian Trotting Association who have for
somo time past held their meetings on the
association ground decided to make a new
coorse, and for that object purchased some ad-
joining land from the W.A. Cricket Aasso-
ciation, and also some other land further up
the river, from other holdera. To enable the
grandstand to be erected and -a trotting course
laid out it was necessary to close the roads

mentioned in the BillL Before finally de-
ciding on this matter the association
econferred with the Perth City Conneil,

and eventuaily it was agreed between the two
bodies that if the Trotting Asosciation wonld
give sufficient land to open a road on
the north side of the Crieket Asseciation
ground and also give up, for the purpose of
a road, some land fronting on the river, the
eity couneil would have no objection to the
closing of th¢ roads within the land that the
association have purchased. It is therefore
proposed to close the roads coloured blue on
the plan, the land surrounding being held by
the Trotting Association, and to open the reads
coloured pink and green in exchange for the
Jand surrendered by the assoeiation for the
purpose of roads. The arrangement is all in
favour of the city council, as the area of the
roads to be closed amounts ta two and three-
quarter acres, whereas the land to be sar-
rendered by the Trotting Association contains
about three and three-quarter acres. A de-
putation consisiting of the mayor and some
of the councillors of the city of Pcrth recently
waijted upon me, together with the President
and representatives of the Trotting Association,
and explained exactly what the proposition
was. The mayor on behalf of the council ex-
pressed his entire satisfaection with the pro-
posal, as it would involve turning what is
now an unsightly ,waste, into a beauty spot.
The council were prepared to undertake the
construetion” of the roads proposed ta he
opened, which would enable a round drive to
be econstructed, leading along the river and
joining up with the roads in East Perth. The
Trotting Assopiation pointed ont that they
were prepared to go on with the construetion
work at once, and that the work would give
employment to a large number of men. It
appears to me that the proposal has etery-
thing to recommend it. I have had a litho-
graph prepared showing the proposed alfera-
tions, and algo a tracing which shows @ =a

larger seale the details of the proposal. The
remaining clavse relates to a road at East

[COUNCIL.]

Fremantle. It is desired by the owners of
lots 45, 46 and 47, Richmond-crescenf, Eaet

TFremantle, to obtain access from Kellevue-

street to Surbiton-road, and for this purpose
they bhave agreed to give up 50 links of each
of their blocks at the eastern end in considera-
tion of being granted 50 Mnks out of Rich-
mond-crescent end. Tha East Fremantle muni-
cipality have urged that the request be agreed
to and the requested survey has been made.
In every case these proposals are endorsed by
the loeal authorities intereated and have been
carcfully inquired into by the Government. 1

FMOVE—

The the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committes, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without ge-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL-—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUATION.

Thir@ Reading.
Read a third time and passed,

BILL—AGRICCLTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Agsembly ’'s Message.

A Message having been received from the
Agsembly intimating that the amendments re-
quested by the Council had been made, .con-
sideration resumed.

In Committeo.
Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial Becretary in charge of the Bill
Title—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time and pessed.

BILL— WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P,
Colebatch—East) [11.8] in moving the second
reading said: This is a very short Bill of
only ona clause. The present maximum rate
for water boards is 2s. The water boards of
Broome and of Carnarvon require additiona to
their water supplies. IYf those additions are
not promptly furnished both places will be
short of water. To ecover the extra interest
and sinking fund at rate of 2s. 8d. or 2s. 9d.
will be required. Both the beards mentioned
are agreeable to paying this additional rate.
The Bill enables the boards to inerease their
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rates to 8¢. as against the limit of 2a, at pre-
‘gent in the Act. T move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. G. J. G. W, MILES (North) [11.10]:
I support the Bill. Tf it is not carried, Broome
and Carnarvon will be left without water.

Hon, R, J. LYNN (Weat) [11.11]: I ean
hardly understand why the Bill is not re-
stricted to Carnarvon and Broome, As the
Bill is, any boards will be able to raise their
rates to 3a,

Hon, J, EWING (South-West) [11.12]: I
‘have been approached by the people of Collie,
who say that the water rates there are too
high already. Under this, the water board
could increase the rate to 2s, I think the Bill
ghould apply to only the two places named.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—East—in reply) [11.13]: The ad-
ditional powers rest in the hande of the board,
and before exercising that power the board
must have the express approval of the Gov-
arnor,

Question yut and paesed.

Bill read » second time. ) _ -

In Committee, etcetera,

Hon, W. Kingamill in the Chair;
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

the Col-

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS®
SETTLEMENT,

Asgembly’s Message.

Message received from the Agsembly notify-
ing that it had made amendments 3, 7, 8, and
9, but that it had not made amendments 1,
2, 4, and 6, and had made amendment No. 3
with a madification, now considered.

In Committee.

Hon, W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the Col-
onial! Sceretary in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 4, paragraph (c).—Strike
out the words *“‘during the present war or
within two years after the termination
thereof'’:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 regret
the Legislative Assembly has pot seen its way
to make this amendment. The period of two
years is rather short within which to limit the
right of the dependant to make application
under the Bill. Discharged soldiers them-
selves have a right to make an application at
any time, but the time in which a dependant
can make application is limited by the Bill to
two years. However, it will not be wise to
press the amendment if we want to get the
Bill through. Therefore I move—

That the amendment be not pressed.

Hon. .J. CORNELIL:: I was present in an-
other place when the debate on this amend-
ment was taking place, and I eould not help
being struck by the want of knowledge whick
was displayed when members there were dis-
cusging this matter.
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Question put and
amendment not pressed. :

No. 2, Clanse 4—Strike ont Clause 2:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I hardly
know what course to suggest in regard to this
amendment. It seems to me that hon. mem-
bers in another place cannot have given the
matter much consideration. The Bill makes
provision that ne returned soldier can get the
advantages of this Act until he is recom-
mended by the board. It seems .quite unneces
sary that we should set vp the faect that some
mcn have not had a clean discharge. We are
going out of our way te direct attention to
the fact that some soldier may be eoming baek
under a clond. Therefore I move—

That the amerdment be not pressed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I hope the Commit-
tee' will press the amendment and I am satis-
fied that if it goes back to another place it
will be agreed to.

Hor. J. Ewing: 'What will be the position
if another place does not agree to the requestt

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A con-
ference will probably be asked fer, but that
may imperil the chances of the Bill going
through and that is why I ask the Committee
not to press the amendment.

Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendment pressed.

No. 4. Clanse 7.—Add the following ¢ the
end, ‘‘and in making all such appointments,
preference shall be given to dischavped =o)-
diers possessed of the necessary qualifles-
tions’’: .

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: It is the
accepted policy of the Government to give re-
turned soldiers preference in all matters, In
view of the conditions vnder which another
place rejected the amendment un the gromids
that it was superfluous, I move—

That the amendment be not pressed.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not pressed.

No. 6. Clause 11.—In the first proviso,
after the words ‘‘discharged soldier,’’ in line
two, ingert ‘‘or in case of a deceased soldier
the surviving relative that in the board’s opin-
ion is most deserving of ceonsideration’’;

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
pointed out in another place that this amend-
ment might prevent a soldier bequeathing pro-
perty to scmeone else. I move—

That the amendment be not pressed.

Hen, J. W, KIRWAN: i think the amend-
ment ought to be pressed. Tt simply extends
the power of transfer. If the Assembly gave
the matter further consideration it would prob-
ably take a different view. To me the amend-
ment seems very desirable,

Hon, J. CORNELL: It will be remembered
that on this amendment being carried I did
not proceed with a new clause which I had
placed on the Notice Paper. I understood
that thia amendment covered my new clause.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
no objeetion to the House trying that method.
Seeing that we have already agreed to s con-
ference, we might in this way devise a proper
method. :

passed, the Council’s
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Question pot and negatived; the Council’s
amendment pressed,

No. 5. Clause 10.—-Insert a new subclause,
to stand as Subelause (4), as follows:—(4.)
The power of resumption conferred on the
Governor by Section 4 of the Land Act
Amendment Aect, 1906, may he exercised to
enable land so resumed to be disposed of to
discharged soldiers for agrienltural, grazing,
or pastoral purposes:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move—

That the Assembly's modification ba

agreed to.

During the discussion I made it clear that I
thought it desirable that the eclause should
stand without the addition made by another
place. It is not only possible that, as amended,
it would work hardship, but probable that it
.would cause  hardship immediately, for it
would destroy the security of the leaseholder.
I am sure no returned soldier desires that any-
thing should be taken from someone in order
that it may be given to him. If the provise
were not added, we should be entirely without
machinery for what we desire. We shall meed
to have a more eomprehensive proposal brought
in next session, .

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENQOM: I intended
to move that this amendment be disagreed
with, It is creating a very peculiar position
indeed as regards leaseholders. Looking at
the matter carefully, T very wuech question
whether our Government have legislative power
to deal with these lenseholda.

Hon. J, Cornell: The question is whether
resuming from one pastoral holder in order to
give the area resumed to a soldier is a matter
of public utility.

Hon. Bir E. H. WITTENOOM: When the
Government deal with a freeholder they are
dealing with an individual, whereas when deal-
ing with a leaseholder they are resuming their
own lands. Another objecetion to the clause is
that it will o a large extent interfere with
credits from financial institutions, beeause the
ingecurity of tenure would make it dangerous
to advance money on such a proposition. And
there is another element of injustice in it:
Suppose a man has developed his leasehold for
five years, and is just beginning to make a
profit when the Government come along and
resume the lease. What an injustice it would
mean!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T suggest
to the hon. member that he eonsidera earefully
what he is doing. We are not now nasked to
consider the question of whether it is open
to resumo thosc pastoral leages. That has heen
passed. What we are asked fo consider is the
amendment of another place, namely, that when
a resumption is made, compensation shall be
paid. If we send this back, another place
will probably drop the provision for compen-
sation, which is all that we are now consider-
ing.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES: T have pleasure
in supporting the Colonial Secretary’s mution.
I agree to the modification. As a representative
- of the pastoralists I think we are very for-
tunate in having had the modification made.

[COUNCIL.]

Hen. J. W, HICKEY: I am not at all gur-
prised at the modification submitted to us by
another place. It is-not inconsistent with their
attitude when any measure of reform is sub-
mitted to them. I appreciate the reception that
my amendment met with the other night.
When I submitted the amendment I azid that
if the Government had not the power
they could easily secure it. Evidently members
in another place said that further compen-
sation should be given to those mentioned in
my amendment, This Chamber was satisfied
with the conditions I set up, but another
ptace was not satisfied, and so we have the
modifieation moved by the Attorney General
in another place. T have heard the sugges-
tion that my amendment waz loaded. It is
rather the modification that is loaded. Where
is it going to land us? Under the exiating
Land Act those whose lands have been re-
sumed can claim compensation. We were
only asking for resumption under the com-
pensation provisions of the Land Aet. An-
other place has refused to accept our amend-
ment, except with the meodification. I am
prepared to accept the suggestion of Mr.
Miles, namely, not only shall compensation be
puid as assessed, but ten per cent. shall be
added for disturbance. That would get over
all diffienlties, and there would be no room
for any misunderstanding, I will submit an
alternative amendment.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member had
better nmend the resolution before the Com-
mittee by striking out the words ‘‘with a
modifieation®’ and then he can add his own
modification,

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: I move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘‘for loss or damage sus-
tained thereby’’ be omitted and ‘‘as pro-
vided in Seections 146 and 148, inclusive, of
the Land Act 1906, with 10 per cent. on the
assessed value of improvements added for
severance’’ be inscrted in liem.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: What we
have decided tn do now is to resume the
whole or any portion of a pastoral lease, and
when we do that we pay the lessee for his
improvements. The conditions must be made
to apply to the facts as they are.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: There is some extra-
ordinaty reasoning in this matter. These im-
provements would inelude everything on the
atation,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It cannot
inelude stock.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY. The Government have
power ‘to resume the country and I am sure
they willi not do an injustice to anyhedy. The
Government will not put anyone on the land
if they cannot make a living on the land.
Provision will be made to meet all the re-
quirements plus 10 per cent. if my amend-
ment is adopted. I am surprizsed that some
members are not willing to defend this pro-
position. However, if members are satisfied
to go on, I do not know that I can do better.
I shall move the amendment and trust to the
Committee to carry it through.

Amendment put and negatived.
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Question (that the Assembly’s modification
be agreed to) put and passed.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILI—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—Bast) [12.20]: My remarks in
moving the second reading of this Bill will
be brief. Members will, I hope, rea]isp'th_a.t:
it would be quite futile for me to anticipate
eriticism on any of the details of the Iati-
mates of expenditure covered by the Appro-
priation Bill. However, in my reply I shall
endeavour to deal with such matters of detail
as may be mentioned by members in the course
of the debate. For the present, I shall aahsf‘y
myself with a general presentation of the posi-
tion, At the outset, I may remind members
that the Estimates of revenue and expenditure
on Consolidated Revenue account were com-
piled before the signing of the armistice which
signified the early termination of the war.
The Estimates on loan account were ready for
presentation when the news of the signing of
the armistice was received. This incident the
Government recognised considerably altered
the situation and the Loan Estimates were
then revised. This circumstance has been re-
gponsible for three or four weeks’ delay in
the consideration of the Loan Estimates in
another place, and consequently for a similar
delay in the presentation of the Appropria-
tion Bill here. Membera will recolleet that
aome time ago at the conference of Federal
and State Treasurers, certain arrangements
were arrived at under which this State was to
receive gufficient money by way of loan from
the Commonwealth to meet its requirements
until the end of 1919. Even on the increased
scale of loan expenditure contemplated by the
revised Estimates, the Treasurer is satisfled
that he can carry on until the end of Decem-
her of next year. At the same time, in view of
the termination of the war, and the return of
our soldiers in tens of thousands, it may be
safely assumed that the whale position will be
reviewed at a further conference fo be held
early in next year. The time is also ripe for a
general review of the financial relationships
between the Commonweslth and the States, a
review that is necessitated by the obligations
cast upon both authorities as a result of the
war and also by the fact that the existing
finanecial agreement comes to a close early in
1920. I have in no way altered the opinion T
have previously expressed in this House that
the progress and development of this country
and the stability of its public finances de-
pends vpon a readjustment of our relations
with the Commonwealth. T have nothing to
add to my previous remarks in this connee-
tion. Probably something will depend on the
decisions arrived at at the Peace Conference
on the matter of indemnities, but I firmly be-
lieve that the Peace Conference should be
followed by another Australian convention, a
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convention whose aim it should be to forward
Australian nationhood by making possible the
auceessfnl development of every portion of the
continent. Coming to the Estimates it is the
belief of the Treasurer that he will be able to
conclude the present financial year with a de-
ficit smaller by some £70,000 than that of last
year. He expects to he assisted by inecreased
revenue resulting from the taxatjon proposals
approved during last session to the extent of
£130,000, bot of this total about £90,000 will
be required for increaseidl interest and sinking
fund., 8o far as the year has progressed the
indications are that the Treasurer’s estimate
will be fully realised. Indced, it is quite
likely that the improvements as compared with
last year will be greater than he anticipated.
The five months already cxpired show a deficit
smaller by £68,561 than that for the corres-
ponding five montha of last year, so that if this
ratio iy maintained, the pesition will be com-
siderably better than was estimated. The es-
timated deficit for the year is £636,285, I
must in this instance anticipate criticiam by
protesting- that this large defieit does not in
its entirely represent a drift to leeward. If
a man owed £1,000 at the beginning of the
year and he borrowed £1,000 during the year
and paid back £500, he should not be said to
have drifted to the extent of more than £500,
Our position is that of this deficit of
£636,235, a sum of £315,000 will repre-
sent sinking fund actvally paid during the
year. In addition, the whole of the ae-
cumulated sinking fund is erning intcrest
for us and the amount of intercst so earned
during the current financial year will be over
£180,000. Consequently, if we have on the
one hand a deficit of £636,000 we have on the
other hand paid during the year into sinking
fund account £315,000, and the invested sink-
ing fund bas earned £180,000, the two com-
bined representing a very snbstantial set off
against our deficit amounting to half a million
sterling, when we come to consider the actual
drift of the State. I am not suggesting for
a moment that it would be sound finance to
spend by way of deficit the smount of the
sinking fund. Such a procedare would be in
cffert toe do nway with the sinking fund, but
T must remind members that Western Aus-
tralia, the State that hay heen hit hardest by
the war, and the State which, as Mr. Dedd
pointed out the other cvening, las received
the least advantage from war expenditure, is
the only State that has eontinued right through
to pay its ginking fund, and anyone who de-
sires to hold us up as a bankrupt community
as compared with the other States of the Com-
monwealth, cannot do se with justice without
taking this factor fully into aecount. If the
other States had paid sinking fund at the
same rates, they would correspondingly be in
a very much worse position on consolidated
revenue account than they &re at present,

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom: How much does
it aggregate

The COLONTAYL. SECRETARY: About half
2 million. There has been £315,000 actnally
paid into sinking fund during the year and the
interest carned is £180,000. As members are
aware our sinking funi is for the most part
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invested in our own stocks, and when the State
investa the sinking fund in stocks it goes om
paying interest on the stocks purchased, so
that it is accumulating rapidly and is now
well over 5% millions sterling. It is a sound
provision to make and if we were paying our
way and also the sinking fund, we would be in
a sound position and steadily liquidating our
debts. The fact that really we are not paying
that eonstitutes the unsoundness of our posi-
tion. But when comparisons are put up it is
unfair to quote the deficit without at the same
time quoting the sinking fund.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: There is only the
differcnce between the deficit and the sinking
fund.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The amount
we are worse off at the end of the year is the
difference between the deficit and the sinking
fund we have actually paid, and the interest
we have earned on our accumulated sinking
fund. But I do not think that is a sound
method of finanee. It is not. We must every
year provide and pay our sinking fund, But
my contention is that, during this war period,
it is unfair to compare our deficits with those
of the Iastern States, without taking into
account our siuking fund and the interest
earned on accumvlated sinking fund. The
grosa anticipated revenue is £4,883177, and
it might roasonably be contended that with so
large a revenue, and so small a population, we
ghould have no difficulty in financing our obli-
gations. But that is gross revenne. A return
has been ecompiled giving a cash statement of
the revenue and expenditure for the financial
year ending 30th June, 1919, and in this state-
ment only net revenue is included. The revenue
from taxation—Iand, income tax, dividend
duties, and other taxation is £580,000; terri-
torial revenuc, land, mining, timber, ete,,
£337,000; liquor feces, £21,000; Commonwealth
revenue, that is under the financial agree-
ment and interest on  transferred pro-
pertics, £534,000; reimburse-
ments, £244.000; ensh surples, £1,487,064;
eagh  provided from  trading  concerns,
£164,460; eash surplus from railways, water
supply, cte., £557,000, So the actual cash
revenne that goes into the Treasury amounts
to £2,846337. A further return shows the
obligations that have to be met out of that
sum. In the first place, there is expenditure
provided for by special Acts, That expendi-
ture accounts for £2,089,000 out of the grand
total, the chief item being interest and sinking
fund £1,972000. The others are comnara-
tively small amounts, the total being £2,089:
000, out of a total cash revenue of £2,846,337.
All those obligations have to be discharged, and
when that is done it leaves only £756,000 to
pay for the general administration of the
Btate. That general administration costs
£1,392,000 and in the difference between the
gost of that general administration and the
balance left over from our cash revenue, after
paying the amounts provided by apecial Acts,
we have the estimated deficit of £636,000.
The adminiatration expenditure amounts to
£1,392.000, and inecluded in that is no less
than £823,000 of what might be called domes-

departmental

[COUNCIL.]

tic expenditure. That is not peculiarly the
policy of this or any other Government, but is
part of the generally accepted practice of the
State, such as care of aborigines £18,000,
gzols £20,000, lupacy and inebriates £63,000,
medical and public health and charities £157,-
000, State children £69,000, police £127,000,
and edueation £368,000, or a total of £823,000.
In many of those concerns war conditions
have compelled inereased expenditure, For
instance, in regard to our hospitals, particu-
larly those on the goldfields, the people have
been in the hahit of supporting those institu-
tions most generously, but during the period
nf the war many of the men have gone to the
Front, and it has been fonnd impossible te
carry on under the previous systems, and over
and over again the Government have
had to come to the relief of these in-
stitutions, The Children’s Hospital in
Perth found itself wnable to carry om
without an additional £2,000 or £3,000 from
the Government, and the metropolitan hospi-
tals have been more crowded than they have
been at any previous time in their history,
whilst other institutions, such as the lunatie
agylum, the sanatorium and other places have
found their number of inmates greatly in-
rreased. The ounly institution not full is the
gaol, The Covernment have endeavoured to
make the public realise their responsibilities
in regard to these institutions and an amended
principle has been put into practice in regard
1o our public hospitals. Whilst those institu-
tions are freely open to every indigent pereon,
those who e¢an afford to pay are mow expected
to pay and their indebtedness is regarded in
nxactly the same light as any other indebted-
ness, In consequence, our revenue from those
places has been largely inereased. .

Hen, J, P, Allen: But patients are not sup-
posed to he admitted if they cannot pay.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do not
think that argument ean be used.

Hom, J. P. Allen: Tt avolied when T was
chairman nf the Fremantle hosnital hoard.

The COT.ONTAY, SECRETARY: Rut both
the Perth and Fremantle public hosnitals work
under reonlstinng, one of which makes provi-
gion that anv nerson not able to nav for treat-
ment muet siom s deelaration to that effect.
The vractice wag at one time entirely aban-
doned, bnt it has since been revived.

Hon. J. T, Allen: Well, we never liked to
hrand nennla ng nRuUNers,

The COTNANTAT, SECRETARY: T do not
understand evsetlv what the hon. member is
drivine at. whather it is his idea that nohody
shonld he alowed into hoespitats wha can pay.
Thet i3 nat, the nractice followed in any part
of the Stata  People who enn nav are ad-
mitted. anAd thev are expested #n pav. Wae
!mve to keen the hospitals gning, and there
18 no reason whv peonle who ean pav should
rot &a tn the hesnital. At anv rate. during
the lnat woar or two a very mn-h higger re-
enie bns henn reeeived from thege concerns
than nravianaly, Tnder this hend nf general
administrativn exnenditure the Government,
dvring tha laat 12 months, have mot rid of
officers with salaries totalling £35.000; or, de-
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ducting those who are not ineluded in re-
venue Estimates, but were employed on loan
works, £7,500, we have saved £27,500 in sal-
aries on the general Estimates. In printing,
atationery, and other items, a saving of
£12,500 has been effected, or a total of
£40,000 during the year, and it is expected
‘that that will reach £80,000 before the year
is over, The State will not reccive the bene-
fit of the whole of this saving straightaway,
becauze in seme cases there are certain pen-
sion rights which have to be paid, and so the
relief to the State is gradual rather than im-
mediate. In respset of business undertakings,
the estimated receipts are £313,935. 1 will
enumcrate them without giving the detailed
figures. They are:—Avondale and Marvey
estates, electricity supply, State batteries,
forest rteserves, Yandanooka estate, Albany
cold stores, aborigines cattle station, Govern-
ment  refrigerating works, EKalgoorlie abat-
toirs, metropolitan abattoirs, Perth city mar-
kets, State dairy farm, Claremont, butter and
bacon factories, and wool classing, The an-
ticipated expenditurc is £1G5,171, leaving a
net surplus of £148,764. Those are the buasi-
ness undertakings, The trading coucerns are
dealt with scparately. A further lot of busi-
ness undertakings ineluded in nne group are
the Railways and Tramways, cte. The total
Tevenue iy £2,420,000, and the costimated ex-
penditure £1,871,000, leaving a “eredit balance
of £557,000. That, of course, makes no allow-
ance for interest and sinking fund. The anti-
cipated revenue from the railways is £1,860,
000, against an expenditure of £1,503,000,
leaving a credit balanee pf £356,000. A con-
cern of that kind necea‘garily plays a very
large part in the finaneial position of the
State. Lack of shipping during the last two
or three years has depleted our railway rev-
cnue, whilst the cost of materials and of all
supplies in connection with the railways has,
for the same reagon, gone up enormounsly. The
return from the railways in 1013-14, after
paying working expenses, was £683,000. For
the enrrent year it is anticipated to be only
£374,000. So that in that ome item alonc
compared with the pre-war period there is a
decrease in the eash balance handed over to
the Treasurer of no less a sum than £309,000.
The difference in the expendituro between the
two periods was £127,000 on working aceount
only without taking into consideration the in-
creased interest bill. It may appear unsatis-
factory that the revenue should be dcereased
by £309,000 and the experditure by only
£127,000, but we cannot get awny from the
fact that in any hig business concern over-
Thead expenses are much the same whether
that business goes full stcam ahead or not,
and we cannot make a concern Tike the rail-
ways pay when we are doing only a small
business, In 1913-14 the expenditure of 134
milliona gave a gross return of £683,000,
whilst in 1917 it took an expenditure of
£1,454,600 to earn a gross return of £374,000.
“The eost of materials used by the rajlways
hag gone up enormously. A list of 20 items
in general daily use on the railways shows the
Jowest advanec in price to be 31 per cent. and,
the highest 328 per eent. Newcastle coal has
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increased 3s. 6id. a ton and Collie ceal ls. 6d.
a ton. The State is very fortunate in having
Collie eoal. If we did not have ii, the
chances are that we would be compelled to
pay a higher price for Newcastle coul. There
hag to be considerable expenditure from re-
venue to keep the lines in good order. In
the present year we have provided for re-
sleepering £20,000, for re-fishplating £9,000,
and for ballasting £10,000, practically
£40,000 out of revenue to keep the concers in
proper repair. With regard to the tramways
the position is much the same. It is antici-
pated that the revenue from the trams this
year will be £13,520 more than last year,
whilst the oxpenditure will he £5,938 more.
Here again we have to spend considerable
sums of money in keeping the lines and roll-
ing stoek in repair, This yeat we are spend-

ing out of revenue £17,500 on belated
repairs. With repard to the water
works, there is an increase in the
cost of earning and a decrease in the

revenue, In 1917-18 the gross expenditure -
was £220000 and that brought in a gross
profit of £159,000 after paying working ex-
penses. The estimate for the present year’s
expenditure is £220 000 for a profit of £135,-
000, which is £9,000 more expenditure to earn
£24.000 less revenue, so that practically on
water supplies alone the Treasurer will go to
the bad to the extent of £33,000 and it is diffi-
cult to see how we can possibly avoid it. The
only way in which it ecould be aveided would
be to spend loan money on repairs and main-
tenance works, but that is not done. We are
spending a considerable sum out of revenue in
keeping the pipe line in good order.  The
‘Mines Water Trust has approached the Gov-
ernment for a reduction in the price of water
for those mines which would otherwise have
to elose dewn. This request is receiving the
eareful consideration of the Government,
Whilst we recognise that our position is
£33,000 worse than it was last year, we also
recognise that the position may grow graver
still, unless we do all we can to keep the mines
at work.

Hon. J, Duffell: That is mors than can be
said for the consideration given by the Gov-
ernment to Bills.

The COLONIAT: SECRETARY: I do not
follow the hon. member.

Hon. J. Duffell: The Celonial Secretary said

"that the matter was reteiving the gravest at-

tention of the Government, and I said that that
was not what the Government wore doing so
far as Bills were concerned, for instance, the
State Children Act Amendment Bill

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We intend
to do what we can, but we regret that the
financial position is such that the assistance to
the mines cannot be on a more generous seale,
because it would pay to do so. Thia is a point
that hon. members may well take into aceount.
These three big concerns are, as compared with
the pre-war period, so many bundreds of thon-
sands of pounds to the bad, but there is a ray
of hope for the future, I ses no reason why
these concerns should nof, now that the war is
over, go back again to their former earning
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capacity, Mr, Nicholgon the other night was
quite right in saying that we might expect to
see the railways return to that position they
formerly occupied, in which case the finances
will immediately improve, not by thousands of
pounds, but by hundreds of thousands
of pounds per annum. With regard to
the trading concerng there is a good deal of
misapprehension—and I speak as one who has
always opposed them—as to the amount of
money that the State has invested in them.
The total eapital employed in these concerns
on the 30th June last was £1,054,000, but of
that sum £417,000 had heen spent on the
Wyndham Freezing Works, and those works
of course have not np to the present time re-
turned any income to the Btate. The total net
revenne of the State trading concerns after
providing for interest and ainking fund is ex-
pected to be £164,000. That is the revenume
after paying working expenses and providing
for interest and sinking fund. Of that sam
£132,000 will be received from steamships.

Hon. G. J. G- W, Miles: Can you tell us the
difference between the ‘*Kangaroo’s’’ earn-
ings and the carnings of the other vesselsf

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The amount
which we expect to receive is £64,000 more
than the total of last year, and it will atill
leave us—presuming the ‘‘EKangaroo'’ keeps
her time as she i3 now doing—two months’
carnings for the year that we have not taken
into consideration in this amount. The
{"Kangaroo’’ is the one bright spot in the
steamship service.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Bhe carries all the trad-
ing concerns,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The ¢ Ean-
garoo’’ js earrying the whole of the steamship
serviece and the position would look black but
for that vessel. I pass mow to o brief re-
view of the Loan Estimates which are included
in the Appropriation Bill. These might have
been laid before Parliament weeks ago but for
the fact that Goveroment recognised that the
signing of the armistice altered the sitnation,
and thal some provision would have to be
made to meat the changed conditions. The
Government realised that they were faced with
the obligation te endeavour to make the labour
market buoyant during the period of demobil-
isation. Tt iy not eontemplated that a single
penny will be spent on other than reproductive
works. The Government want to aveid the
necessity for sustenance payments, but it i1s
felt that the time during whieh our soldiers
should be coming baek in their thousands is
the time when the Government must be pre-
pared to do what they can in the matter of
starting out on reproductive works, partly for
the sake of the works themselves, and partly
in order that they may provide emp’oyment
for returned soldiers. The Government depre-
cates the policy of the Federal Government of
carrying on works right through the war
period, well kmowing that they would he of no
earthly use during the present war, and directly
the war is over c¢losing them down and throw.
ing a number of people out of empiloyment,
If it was right to elose these works down at
the termination of the war, they ghould have
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been c¢losed down long ago, We are faced
with this serious problem on the return of our
soldiers, that we must not only give them rea-
sonable opportunities of finding employment
becauge of the debt we owe them, but we must
not allow them to depart to the other States,
and that is what will happen if the Govern-
ment and private people adopted a policy like
that of the Federal Government. The tofal
of the Loan Estimates is £1,395,000, but as
£175,000 of that will be recouped, the actual
cxpenditure for which provision is made is
£1,220,000. That is a great deal imore than
wag spent on loan works during the last couple
of years, but very much less than was spent in
previous periods.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: What interest do you
expect to pay?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I cannot
tell the hon. member exactly, because the money
is being borrowed for us under agreement
with the Commouwealth. Of the loan ex- -
penditure £100,00¢ will be issued in bonds for
repurchased estates and as for the first three
months we have paid £176,000 en aceount of
loan expenditure for the year, the actual eash
that has to be provided for the balance of
the year is £943,000. Up to the time of the
signing of the armistice the Government kept
their loan expenditure to the lowest possible
limit, and but for the armistice the loan ex-
penditure would have been much smaller. By
utilising the £700,000 and taking into consid-
eration the further sum of £250,000 which
can he obtained from the Commonwealth be-
tween now and December, 1919, the Treasurer
can see hiz way to finance without any diffi-
culty not only to the 30th June next, but to
the end of December, 1919. As T have slready
indicated, the Government realise that now the
war is over the whole position will have to be
carcfully considered. The possibilities are that
the other States will find themselves in the
same position, and -that they will appreach the
Federal Government for some variation of the
financial arrangement which was to apply to
the end of 1919. But it is the earnest deter-
mination of the Government—and T emphasise
this point—tihat no works shall be proceeded
with excepting works of a reproductive nature
and those that are necessary and Tdevitable,
To make clear the distinetion between the twe
clasgses of works: there are certain works—
sueh as those that we have fo do for enlarged
accommodation for the insane—which eannot
be classed as reproductive, but are undoubt-
edly necessary. It is difficult for anyone to
foreeast at the present moment the after effects
of the war on the world’s money market, but
the Government do anticipate that money will
be dear, and therefore all loan money spent
must be spent with extreme enntion. I want
that to be regarded as a qualifieation of the
statement T have made, that the Government
realise that we must gpend money. While we
realise that, we realise also that we must be
careful in spending and see that we get good
valze for what we deo epend. The principal
items of expenditure on the Loan Estimates
aro as follows: Public Works £379,000, of
which the higwest item is in connection with
the construction of the Wyndham Freezing
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Works, £135,000. Then there ig for completion
of railways £92,000, harbours and rivers
£93,000, roads and bridges £26,000, water
supply and sewerage £93,000, including water
supply for towns generally £20,000, metro-
politan water supply £38,000, and water sup-
ply in agricultural distriets £25,000. For the

Mines Department £60,000 is provided
on the Egtimates, Last year the total
expenditure in this department from the

loan account was only £9,609, but it is
felt that the Government must at the present
time se¢ what can be done to assist the develoy-
ment of this great industry. The Government
realige that if by the expenditure of even a
considerable sum of money any new develop-
ments ean be made in our mining industry,
it will amply repay us. For railnays, tram-
ways, and the electric power station, there is
another £204,000. This is made np of addi-
tions and improvements to opened lines
£84,000, rails and fastenings £57,000, tram-
ways £25000, and electric -power station
£33,000. In this connection it is well to re-
member that in addition to this sum expended
on our railways and tramways we are provid-
ing, as T have previgusly explained, out of
revenue for re-sleepering and re-Gshplating and
re-ballasting £30,000, and for belated tramway
repairs £17,500, When we consider that this
money ia being apent in addition to the loan
expenditure for the purpose of keening our
railways and tramways up to standard. T think
it suggests that there ought to be a thorough
investigation of revenue expenditure in this
connection,- seeing that we have to provide
heavy interest, and also a large ainking fund
‘to wipe out the eapital cxpenditure. The posi-
tion is that we are spending mavev ot of
revenue to keep the system up to full efficiency,
and are algo providing a sinking fond to repay
the debt. The result eventually wi'l be that the
State will have the whole asset and that that
asset will be all paid for. That will ke & very
desirable state of things, but at present the
arrangement involves rather a heavy strain on
the Treasurer. For the elegtric power station
£33,700 iz provided. For the Nerarpment of
Agriculture £155,000 is set down to provide
working capital for the +Wyndham freezing
works. Eventually this capital will enme back,
although T suppose there will always be a lnrge
amount of workine capital reauired. For the
Department of Tndustries £370,000 ia provided,
of which £150,000 33 for advances to <oldiers
gettling on the land. The whale of this will
be recowped by the Commonwealth nalthouch
it is eventually a liability of the Stata, DNie-
ectly it is snent, however, the Cormonwealth
recouns it. We have made a further w-nvigion
of £60.000 to give assistance to sn'dier settlers
over and above the £500 advanced to them by
the Commonwealth, ‘This item was referrnd to
in the direnasion on the Discharerd Snldiers’
Settlement Bill which has passed th's Founse.

Hon, G. J. G. W, Miles: That is not out
of revenuef?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No. We
are making provision for repurchasing estates
to the extent of £160,000. Of this amount
£60,000 will be cash, and Treasury bonds will
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be issued for the remaining £100,000. Then
there 1s the Agricultural Bank, the capital of -
which last year was put up by £75,000. Thig
year it is being increased by a further
£25 000 for providing stotk. The conditions
under which advances are made by the Agricul-
tural Bank in this conneetion are of such a
nature that the State hardly runs any risk in
the matter at all. For the Industries Assistance
Board the additional capital has been fixed
at £125,000, but it is not anticipated that that
amount uill be required. Indeod it is expected
that we shall receive back during the present
finaneial year £145,000 of the eapital pre-
viously advanced. These sums amount to
£395.000 covered by the Loan Estimates. Then
from Land Improvement Loan Fund there is
£39.978. This is a fund which accumulates
hv rena ment from the Lands Department of
mone¢ys advanced for surveys, repayment being
renvided out of gemeral revenue at the end of
each vear. The amount atanding to credit now
is £69,978. Of this amount we purpose utilis-
ing £58.000 made up as follows:—Lands De-
rattment £24.500 required in connection with
the classification and survey of land for sale,
im~rovements, ete.; Department of Agriculture
£13.770 in eonnection with the general develop-
ment of agriculture; Woods and Forests
£18.700, of whish amount £3,000 is tee
anived for classification of timber lands;
and  £3.000 for pine planting mnorth of
Perth  anl £9,500 for purchase of the
Tak patotp and Stirling estate tuart reserve.
Thase, bhriefly, are the larger items which these
Fetimanter mnver. Az I stated at the outset,
T have made no pretence of reviewing the Es-
timates in Aetadl, and I shall be only too
pleased to afford information on any items
raised by hon. members. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. G. T G. W. MILES (North)
[1.8 am.]: T move—

That the dehate be adjourned to the next
sitting of the House.

WMatian nut nnd negatived.

Hon J. J. AOLMES (North) [1.9 am.]:
T am sovrv that T have to address the House
at an Ia*e an hour, but for this I am in no
wav responsible, I eannot allow a finarginl
statemrnt aneh as we have had this morning
to pass without making a few remarks, and I
asanre the Favse that T will be as brief as in
the e‘renmrsfances it is possible to be.” First
of all T would draw the attention of hon.
memhbars to the utteraneccs of Ministers 18
months avo. in contrast with the optimisitic
views now held by the leader of the House.
In the Governor’s speech of 18 months ago
Min‘sters gnid that the finaneial position of
the Stafe was causing them considerable an-
¥iety. Since then the Government have accu-
mulated a deficit of nearly 1% millions, and
tho Y~pda= of the Hnmse endeavowrs now to con-
vince us that everything is all right. One could
be very severe if one chose; but we all agree
that, whatever faults the Government may ex-
hibit in the administration of the affairs of
thig Stote e have in the leader of this House
& man of exceptional ability, o man who will
work, and a man who will do his work well.
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For that reasom, no matter how severe we
might feel ineclined to be, we extend some
lenieney to the Colonial Secretary. I hope,
however, that the leader of the House will
remember this leniency on some future occa-
sion, because more than once he has been
severer on me than was necessary, and has
la)fen unjust in his remarks, and misleading

80,

The Colonial Secretary:
ally.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Now let me take the
Minister back to the time when he szid I made
the astounding statement that the country was
drifting at the rate of £2,000 a day. The hon,
gentleman then described me as a traitor to
my country, and as one who made statements
which no responsible man should make. But
what do I find nowd That the deficit, instead
of accumulating at the rate of £3,000 per day
as it was then, is accumulating at the rate of
£3,000 a day. For the first four months of
the year it was aceumulating, not at the rate
of £2,000 per day as I stated, but_at the rate
of about £3,000 per dey. The excuse offered
was that July was a bad month, the first
month in the financial year. July, the Minis-
ter said, was a bad month for revenue, and it
was unfair of me to quote the July figures.
However, the July figures were the only
figures then available to me; and the July
defleit was £130,000, August was still worse
than July. September was a good month,
thanks to the increased.land rents paid by the
pastoralists.  October, however, was worse
than July, the deficit being £132,000. To get
right down to bedrock, the deficit for the first
four monthe of this year averaged £90,000 per
month or £3,000 per day. When those figures
came out, the Tremsurer said yes, the defieit
was so much, but comparing it with the pre-
vious year’s deficit he was £24,000 to the good.
I ¢an only assume that such a statement com-
ing from the Colonial Treasurer was made in
a joeunlar spirit. Let me put it this way: If
T gave the leader of the House £10 arnd told
him to have a good time and bring me the
change——

The Colonial Secretary:
you much ehange.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: And if I gave the
Honorary Minister £5 and told him to go
and have a good time, and the leader of the
House came back with £5 out of the ten and
the Honorary Minister came back with £4 out
of the five, would I be right in accusing the
Honorary Minister of extravagance! But it is
by caleulations of that kind the Colonial Trea-
surer arrives at the conclusion that for the
first four months of this year he is better off
by £24,000 than he was for the first four
months of the last financial year. The truth is
that for the first four months of this finanecial
year he had £30,000 more reverme than in the
corregponding peried of the previous year.
When he says that he has decreased his deficit
as compared with last year by £24,000, the
real fact is that, instead of being £24,000
better off, he is, in view of the £90,000 in-
crensed revenue, another £66,000 to the bad.
That is one illustration of the manner in
which figures were juggled by the Minister to-
night in making a good case out of a bad one.

But not intention-

I wonld not give

[COUNOCIL..]

Aceording to the Colonia)l Treasurer, the
deficit for this year was to be £636,000, which
would give an average deficit of £53,000 a
month, Wsa began the first four months of
the year with a deficit of £90,000 per
month and we acenmulated in the four
months more than half the estimated defleit
for the year. When we consider this,
members mnst view the situation from a very
serious standpoint. We are told by the leader
of the House that a lot of this money
is going into intereat and sinking fend.
The Colonial Secretary, when he did not re-
present the Government, never made any de-
ductions for interest and sinking fund in
eriticising the figures, and I do not tkink it
is fair for the Treasurer to place figures be-
fore the House and then for the Colonial
Secretary to say that some of the figures
should he excluded from the balance sheet.

The Treasurer puts the figures wup as
correct and the Colonial Becretary says
some of these should be excluded. I

have never heard of one director putting up
8 halance sheet before his co-directors and
then another director argue that a lot of the
items should be excluded. The fact remains,
apart from anything else, that ‘this Govern-
ment i3 responsible for last year’s defiecit.
The Colonial Secretary tells the House,
and expects the public to believe, that the
Government are in no way responsible for the
interest and sinking fund. I would remind
the hon, gentleman of the faect that Iast
year’s deficit amounted to £700,000 and the
interest oun that would amount to £40,000 or
£50,000, Surely the hon. members, on behalf
of the Government, should take the respon-
sibility for last year’s deficit and the interest
thereon, which is a charge -on this year’s re-
venue, running into between £40,000 and
£45,000, Taking the first four months of the
vear, the defieit amounted to £362,000, and
taking that deficit as an average for the year,
at the end of 12 months, instead of there
being £636,000 deficit, it will be approxi-
mately a million pounds. I am only taking
the figures as they have been placed before
ws. In eonncction with the trading concerns,
I only accept the figures before me, and
there is supposed to’ be a surplus of £54,000
on trading eencerns for this year. But the
surplus on trading concerns amounts te
£158,000 and the deficit to £104,000, leaving
a net surplua of £54,000, If we cxclude the
State steamships from that, instead of hav-
ing a surplus we should have a deficit of
£87,951. The figures may or may not be right,
but they are placed before us "and we must
accept them, and they show that the trading
concerns instead of showing a surplus of
£53,000 show a deficit of £87,951. And all
those trading concerns are being carried om
in spite of the fact that the Minister for
Works in another place said that the differ-
ence between his party and the Labour party
wasg that the Labour party were in favour of
State trading concerns and that the Liberal
patty were opposed to them, and, to use his
own words, all the flapdoodle in the world
would not make any difference to us. I sup-
pose the trading concerns will go on until
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something happens to the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ and
then thosc coucerns will not be able to carry
on. While on State trading concerns I should
like to draw attention to the fact, and 1
understand it was stated in another place by
the Minister for Works that the State Im-
plement Works have been written down from
something like £170¢,000 to £50,000. 1 should
like to know whether that is correct.

The Colonial Seeretary: They have been
written down.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is nothing be-
fore us to show that it has been done, If
these State Implement Works are sold to the
farmers end seftlers, will they be sold, not
on the basis of the reduced valuation, but on
the value of 20s. in the pound? I draw atfen-
tion to this, for the reason that on the 12th
January last, when Mr. Basil Murray, the
farmers’ and settlers’ reprcsentative, was a
guest of the State Implement Works, he said
that when the co-operative company acquired
control of the works, as undoubtedly they
would, he hoped to extend the co-operative
system to the employees. I want to know
why the State Implement Works have been
written down from Z£170,000 to £50,000. I
liope it is not in order that they may he sold
to the Farmera’ and Settlers’ Association or
the Country party. I would like to draw ab-
tention to the Colonial Secretary’s depart-
ment. The Estimates are before me. Ths
Colonial Sccretary told us, when the Prisons
Bill was before us, and again wo-right, that
the only institution that is empty is the gaol.

The Colonial Secretary: Not empty.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Practically.

The Colonial Secretary: Not qumisz, there is
still room for one more.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Let me say, in view
of that statement, that extra money would
De reguired so that toels may be supplied for
men to be taught trades, and T suggest that it
will be necessary for the rising geveratiom,
in order to learn a trade, to commit some of-
fenee so as to get into gasl. When we coine
to the Colonial Seeretary’s Estimates, with
the empty gaols, we find the valiries have
bheer increased by a sum of £572 and the con-
tiugeneies have been cut down by €363, so
that the increase really amounis to only £9.
The harbour and light department, for somo
reason or other, shows a decrease of £7,449,
and medieal and public health shows an in-
crease of £7,439. T only want to make one
reference to the Perth publie hospital, for
which lnast year the vote was £20,000. This
vear the vote iz increased to £22,500. I do
1ot know if we can afford fo spend £22,500
on the hospital in Perth.” I am surprised te
learn from the leader of the House of what
happens in eonneetion with the Perth public
hospital. I was under the impressien that the
hospital was kept going for people who can-
not afford to pay. If the Government let
anybody and everybody inte the public hos-
pitals, it will be found that the hospitals will
be full of peaple who can afford to pay and
the people who cannot afford to pay will be
excluded. The people who can afford to pay
should go to private hospitals, especially those
about Perth, and the public hospitals should
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be kept for charitable purposes. Another
£2,500 is to be spent above what was expended
last year, and if we go on at this rate we
canndt go on forever. We have an astounding
statement by the leader of the House to-night
that out of the whole of the revenue only
£756,000 is available to carry on the services
of the country, and if we pile up the defieit
at the rate of three-quarters of o million &
year, saying nothing in regard to the interest
on that deficit that amounts to £50,000 per
snuum, then we have only got a few ycars to
go until the time comes when we shall have
nothing to varry on with. Yet the leader
of the House stands up and tells us that
everything ig all right, and now that
the war is over things will soon be smiling. I
wish to eompare that with what the hon. mem-
ber told the House a few yearsago,and what
the present Government told us in the Gover-
nor’s Speech only 18 months ago, when the
firancial position of the State was 50 per
cent. better than it is to-day. We were told
that the finances were causing considerable
alarm. I would like to draw the attention of
the House to the fact’ that 18 months ago
Ministers did view the position with alarm, so
much so that the present Treasurer said that
he had told the heads of the departments, and
Ministers had delivered a message to the publie,
that from this time forward the daily expendi-
ture had to be kept within the daily revenune.
That was what was going to be doie, or they
would have to make room for somebody whe
could do it, Yet for the year the deficit has
been mounting up by £2,000 a day, and this
year we started with p deficit of £3,000 2 day.
I do not wigh to delay the House, but T did
wish to bring out a fow important points, and
if time permitted I could handle the subject
and talk interestingly for hours on State
finance, To tell any member that a population
of 300,000 can go on accumulating a deficit
from £2,000 to £3,000 a day is absurd. We
know that it ecannot go on for long. All that
we are doing at present is putting off till
to-morrow what we ought to have done to-day.
If we had tackled the business of the session
at the beginning of the session wa should not

be in the hopeless state of confusion we
have been in during the last few days. The
same may be said of the finances, But we

are drifting on, and nothing will be done until
we reach a dead end.

Houn. J. E, DODD (South) [L31 am.] I do
not propose to cover the whole ground, but I
must say the promises of the Colonial Becre-
tary have not been carried out. In regard to
the ginking fund, we are in & far better posi-
tion than any of the other States, and I think
it is a shame that this Government, like the
Labour Government, are not permitted to do
away with the sinking fund, especially during
a time of war., Half of our troubles arise
from the sinking fund, and despite all that
has been said about destroying our credit inm

.Londen, we ghould have been allowed to sus-

pend the sirking fund uwntil after the war was
over, I do not think this State has got a fair
deal from the Federal authorities. It does
not matter which Government may be in power,
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it is always the same. The State Labour
Government that were in power a few years
ago had the same trouble in regard to the
Federal Labour Government, and had the 'same
trouble with the Liberal Government under
Mr. Cook. The present (Government are hav-
ing exactly the same trouble with the Com-
monwealth National Government. The State
Government ought to .take steps to see if they
cannot get a betler deal from the Federal Gov-
ernment than they have had in the past. T
should be prepared to assist them in this in

every possible way. Reflerence has been
made to the expenditure on hospitals.
If the whole of the hospitals in the
State were run on the gsame lines as

hospitals on the fields and other places where
large number of workers are engaged, we
should not be in the position we are in respect
to that expenditure. In those industries where
the largest number of men are employed, those
men are paying for their own hospital accom-
modation., Yet in Perth we have to pay out
£22,000 for a single hospital. I realise that
a large number of cases come from all over
the State to the Perth Public Hospital, but T
also know that a larger sum of money can be
and should be collected from patients towards
the cost of maintenance of the public hoapital.
The same thing applies to Fremantle. Here
are the two biggest towns in the State, and
they elaim most for hospital accommeodation,
while workers in other parts of the State have
to pay for their own hospital occommodation.
I do mot think it is right. As for people who
ean afford to pay going into those hespitals,
I believe that system has obtained in regard
to maternity hospitals, - Those hospitals were
intended for women of limited means, but the
wives of men drawing salaries of from £6 to
£10 per week have been accommodated in the
maternity hospitals. This was never intended.
and I trust the Government will take steps to
put a stop to it. The Colenial Secretary has
made no reference whatever to the proposed
freezing works. Mr. Holmes, in commeon with
others, has eriticised the State trading con-
cerns very severely in times past, and even
again to-night.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I think I was fair.

Hen. J. B. DODD: T think the hon. member
was justified in his eriticism; I am nof eom-
plaining of that. But I want to show the hon,
member where he is inconsistent. It iz a re-
markable thing that if the State puts up a
butcher’s shop and sells a sansage it is looked
upon as State socialism, it is o State trading
eoncern; but if the Government po to Fre-
mantle and put np freezing works and sell a
whole sheep, that ia private enterprise,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: No, that is State enter-
prise.

Hon. J. E. DODD: Well, let me put it this
"way: if the State erects a butcher’s shop and
manages it and sells sheep’s trotters to the
people of the State, it ia State soeialism. but
if the State provides the money for a freezing
worke and appointa Mr. Holmes and others to
manage it, it is private enterprige.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They only propose to
loan the money.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. E. DODD: Well, that was the idea
in the first place, that the Btate should pro-
vide the money and a trust manage the concern.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: My idea was that the
pastoralists should find two-thirds of the
money, while the State loaned the balance.

Hon. J. 3, DODD: Even on that assemp-
tion, it i3 accounted private enterprise. The
distinction is rather a fine one, T am inclined
to think it is State socialism, We cannot get
behind the faet that the Government are going
to provide n large part of the money for those
freezing works. If we are going to have
Htate trading concerns, let us have them. Do
not Jet us have s shandygaff sort of affair—
the State providing the momey and letting
somconc else mange the comcern. I prefer to
see the State manage it. I am not keen abont
the establishment of any more trading con-
cerng until we shall bhave made a complete
suceess of those we have. Certainly we have
made sotne suceess of them, and it was good
to hear the Colonial Secretary recommending
those concerns this eveming.

Hon, W. Kingamill: It is his duty to do it.

Hen. J. E. DODD: As far as I can judge
from the figures submitted, the business con-
cerns show a profit of £148,000. I believe that
is elear profit. On the Btate trading concerns
there is a eredit balance of £557,000, that is
inelnding the railways and, I believe, -the
‘¢ Kangaroo. !’

The Colonial Secretary: The profit on the
husiness undertakings is a gross profit.

Hon. J. E. DODD: I think the total amount,
after paying everything, was £164,000, That
seems to me & very gratifying result from
those eoncerns that brought about the down-
fall of the Scaddan Government. After all

. the millions we have heard of as having been

spent on those trading concerns, I find the
total amount has been £1,054,000. We should
be gratified to a certain extent with the state-
ment the Colonial Secretary has made.

Hon. W, Kingamill: Ta a certain extent.

Hou. J. E. DODD: Well, I am gratified at
receiving even liftle mercies at the present
time. In regard to the railways, I hope that
the Government will embark on a policy shortly
to try to get from the railways the value that
they legitimately earn and to try to get some-
thing out of land values that the railways
create,  With reference to wator supplies, T
wonld ask the (Government to consider whether
or not they eannot do something to give the
mings—especially thogse that are struggling
along—water at a more reasonable figure, and
if the Covernment cannot do that they should
allow those mines to nse the water which they
have. This has been a point of dispute for a
number of years, and I want the Government
to solve it. Coming to the Loan Istimates, let
me congratulate the Government on providing
the sum of £60,000 for the development of
mining. I think the Government are on the
right track there, and they will get better
results from this vote than from any other, but
they need to be careful in the way they apend
the money. I would ask again that the promise
given with repard to the Esperance railway
be honoured. 1 do not kndw what hag occurred
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in another place with regard to the motion
which has appeared on the Notice Paper for
gome time past. Aunyhow, I tiust the Govern-
ment will honour the promise that they made
and that they will not seek to break away from
it in any shape or form. The mining members
of both Houses have supported every agrieul-
tural railway proposition that has come along,
and in regard to this particular railway, the
agricultural members would be ungrateful if
they sought to baulk it in aay shape or form.
Any reasonable action which the Government
propese to take to endeavour to secure better
treatment from the Federal authorities will
have my cordial support. I realise that this
is a country of primary industries, and unlesa
some alteration takes place with regard to the
Federal tariff, we are, to use the common ex-
pression, ‘‘Gone a millign.’? The Federal
Government are asking for more protection,
They want more protection all the time. The
whole power is being centred in Sydney and
Melbourne and to a lesser degree in Adelaide,
and to a still very much lesser degree in Perth,
and if that goes on for another two or three
vears, we shall be at the merey of Sydney
and Melbourne unless something is doune in the
way of removing the existing restrictions,
Everything that a man wants, whether that
man he a miner or & squatter or anything else,
is taxed, and yet he has to go into the open
markets of the world to sell what he produces,
in order to build up some artificial factory
in Melboure out of which the manufactorers
are making huge profits, T have a certain
amount of pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Hon. J. W, EIRWAN (South) [1.50 a.m.]:
If I am in order in divining the thoughts of
lion. members, I would say that the one thing
above all others that they are pining for is a
detailed examination by me of the figures
whieh have been placed before ns. T hope that
you, Mr. Pregident, and members of the Cham-
ber will bear wvp wnder the disappointment
when I say that no such apalysis ean be ex-
pected from me. Speaking scriously, however,
T must say that even though the hour is late
the extreme importance of the financial posi-
tion of this State does not justify us in al-
lowing the statement of the Colonial Secretary
to pass without making a few remarks on it.
‘With regard to the snbmission of these Esti-
mates at this late hour of the session, we can
only enter the same protest which we have
heen dning for years past. We thought, from
a promise that was made by the Treasurer,
that quite a mew order of things would be in-
troduced during this session. The Colonial
Secretary said that we would not in the future
see a rtepetition of the Estimates heing sub-
mitted to Parliament after half or more of
the financial year had passed, and after the
greater part of the money had been spent. ¥Yet
here we are in the elosing hours of the ses-
sion, and after midnight, when we find Esti-
mates submitted to us, and we are asked to
toke them into serious consideration. At every
election of members to this House during re-
cent years, all the candidates have been in-
gigtent in their desire to attempt to straighten
the finances. But what hope i3 there
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of ascertaining their views or getting
any suggestions from them at thia early
hour of the morning? The speech of the
Colonial Seerstary himself was not as inter-
esting ns I cxpected it to be. It is the fifth
gpeeeh he has delivered in this House on flnan-
cial questions, and it is interesting to mention

. the several lines that be went on in the vari-

ous specches that he delivercd. When he was
opposed to the Seaddan Government, I can
well remember the powerfnl case he made ount
on the deficit. Small and insignificant as it
was then, the hon. gentleman said it was en-
tirely due to the sins of the monstrous Sead-
dan Government., Then there was no talk of
anything but the misdeeds of the Beaddan
Government, and the finaneial drift that was
going on, When a change of Govermment
took place, 'and the hon. gentleman became
Colonial Secretary, we find that he delivered
a speech whieh will be found in ‘‘Hansard,’’
and a very able speech it was, in which he
showed that it was cxtremely difficult to
straighten the finanees, to reduce the deficit,
ar to live within our income hecouze of the
high interest and sinking fund charges that
had to be regularly paid. Tnterest and sink-
ing fond, he said, was so large that it was
impossible that the bolance that was left
would effeet the neeessary reductions, or eco-
nomies, or bring about any improvement. At
a later date he delivered a speech that won
the admiration of a great many memberas of
this House. He found a further eause, in fact
it seemed to be the main canse, of the finan-
cial trouble into which the Government had
drifted, nnd it was the indquities of the Com-
monwealth, the dreadful Commonwealth, that
wag treating this Stafe of Western Australia
so badiy. It was not only said that the Fed-
eral Governmeant were not doing everything
that wag right, it was no longer the sins of
the Seaddan Government, but the position was
dne to the outlaw nnd criminal Common-
wealth Government. A few days ago he de-
livered a speech that was quite different from
the previous speeches, and then it was not
the sins of the Scaddan Government that were
responsible for the defleit. Nor waa it
due to the heavy interest and sinking [und
charges, nor even was it due to the Cammon-
weglth, but he scemed to satisfoelorily prove
that there was practically no lefisit at all,
that the deficit thal existed was a mere trifls,
according to the figures hin supplie:d s, This
is how hc secmed to put the position: Whilst
the deficit for the current year wili he
£636,000, the sinking fund we will have to
pay will be £3l5,000', and the interest on the
accumnlated sinking fund £180,000. When
that is deducted from the deficit, as shown in
these figures, there is o mere trifle of a deficit
left, of only £141,G00. Of course there arc a
few little features in connection with the
finaneial representation of the case whieh I
am not taking into account, the increased in-
terest charge that has to be paid for sinking
fund. A matter of that kind is not taken
into aceount at all. DBut the position mow, as
he has shown it to us, is that it i3 quite frue
that the deficit is £3,200,000. If be has set
off against that the sinking fund payments
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and the interest upon the accumulated sink-
ing fund, probably he will reduce the deficit
to something like a couple of millions. It
shows the financial demoralisation we have
reached, when an enormous deficit like that
can be treated in this light way, as though
it were & matter of no consequonce. We can
apply ¥
straighten the finances the saying, ‘‘How
have the mighty fallen.”” They seem to me
to have fallen very low indeed, as compared
with the financial ideals on which they as-
sumed office. In his speech to-night I cannot
find any evidence whatever of an improve-
ment. Sinee the Government have been in
office, the only endeavour they have made to
improve the financial position has been to in-
crease taxation, and as they increase taxa-
tion so they proportionately and to a greater
extent increased expenditure and increased it in
many directions when it was quite unueces-
sary to do so. Now the war ig over; and oane
would have expected that the Government
would come out with something new, that
they would be coming along to teli us ahout
gome new scheme for improving the finaneial
position. There arc many directions in which
a good deal might have been done, but was
not done, to improve the state of finaneial
affairs. Has anything at all been done to
jimprove the position of our railwaysf The
Government have continued to dally with the
question of the appointment of a Commis-
sioner, and goodness only knows now when
anybody will be appointed. One would have
imagined that that would be one of the first
acts of the Government, in order to make the
financial position of the railways something
better than it Las been. Bui nothing of the
kind hag beer attempted. At the end of
next year we are up against the termination
of the Commonwealth financial agreement.
Ministers seem to hope that something better
may- come than the present arrangement; but
with the enormous financial obligations
of the Commonwealth I fail utterly to
gee how our Ministers can have any hope
of improvement there, They might suceced
in doing something if they endeavoured to
impress upon the other States as well as npon
the Commonwealth the necessity for bringing
about something in the direction of the con-
solidation of the State debts and the taking
over of the State debts by the Common-
wealth, Tt is quite true that that would mean
a complete re-adjustment of the relationship
between the States and the Commonwealth,
but in view of our financial position I do not
see what else can arise. At prosent we are
absgolutely ot the merey of the Common-
wealth. The Commonwealth have complete
eontrel of the finances of this country, and I
should think that the Federal Government
ought to welcome any proposal made by the
States. for the taking over of the State debts
by the Commonwealth. T rather imagine that
such a proposal coming from the States in
any form of fairness to the Commonwealth
would be welcomed by the Federal Govern-
ment. ‘The only suggestion that has Tbeen
made to-night by the Colonial Sceretary of
anything at all in the direction of improve-

to those people who went in to-

[COUNCIL,]

nient i3 that there will be increagsed expendi-
ture of loan money. In view of the enormous
price that we have to pay at present for loan
money—the interest will be very consider-
able, probably this year 614 per cent.—I fail
to see that there is a prospeet of very much
improvement from the further expenditure of
loan money to the extent suggested. It seems
to me that the policy of the present Govern-
ment, ever sinte they came into office, has
been in direct contradiction of the policy
with which they assumed office. The policy
of the Government to-day-—and it looks to me
as if that poliey was going to be continged—
is o poliey of spend, spend, spend; and all the
time Ministers are waiting for something to
turn wp. It is a policy of drift and indiffer-
ence so far as the State is concerned.

[The Deputy President took the Chair.]

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [2.6 am]: I
sympathise with the Colonial Secretary on the
heavy and continuous work e has been called
upon to perform during the past week or two,
and I quite realise that he must be anxious for
the buginess of the House to couclude without
a further adjournment. Had it not been for
that, I should not have felt disposed to consent
ta the business of the House being proceeded
with at this hour. T should have endeavoured
to secure the support of hon. members for a
motion for the adjournment of thiz debate but
for that one fanet. It is purely out of conm-
sideration for the leader of the House that I
have sat here during the past two months for
so many hours. During this week we must
have established almost a record. As regards
the Appropriation Bill, I am indeed sorry that
we find ourselves again in exactly the same
position as that which has obtained at the
close of each session ever since I have been a
member of this House. In the past we have
repeatedly declared that we would not be pre-
pared to procced with the discussion of the
Appropriation Bill if that easure was re-
ceived at such a Jate hour again. I really do
not think it fair that we should be called wpon
to discnss the finances of the State in the
small hours of the morning. Under these con-
ditions we cannot discuss the financial position
in a satisfactory manner. Many of us would
like to offer suggestions that would be of
assistance to the Government, but one ecan
hardly address oneself to the financial subject
in these ecircumstances. If I went through
these Estimates ns I should like to do, from
cover to cover, I fear T should keep members
sitting here till breakfast time. I was indeed
interested by the statement of the leader of
the House that so far a3 our finances are con-
cerned we are not going to the had, or that
if we are going to the bad at all it is by a very
little margin indeed. I am quite in accord
with his statement that by imposing a sinking
fund on our loans, the amount of which sink-
ing fund is being placed in a reserve account,
we are paying fo some extent our ligbili-
ties. But even allowing the correctness of
the figures quoted by the leader of the House,
the amount of ainking fund payments deducted
from the deficit for the year stiil leaves a
debit balance of £136,000. If that is the ex-
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tent to which we are driffing, it ia almost
a pity that the leader of the Houwse moved
the deletion of an item for the purpose of a
second '‘Eangaroo,’’ when that was proposed
on the Loan Estimates of a previous session.
The ‘‘Kangarco’’ is about the only shin in
the world that is trading without restrietions.
The Treasurer in hie statement made on the
1st December told the people of this State
that the deficit for the first four months of the
current financial year i in round figures
£68,000, or £70,000 less than the defieit for
the corresponding period of last year. On
referance to the returns of the State Trading
Concerns, it appears that the State Steam-

ship Serviee had 8 credit of £132,000.
I speak subject to correction, but I
think it would be impossible to have

such a cradit unless the freight of the
‘‘Kangaroo’’ had been paid into that account,
The ‘ Kangaroo’’ unquestionably is a fine asset.
I would like just to emphasise this point in
connection with the ‘*Eangaron’’ and I speak
subjeet to correction. I believe it is the only
steamer that has left Western Australia dur-
ing the past few years without any restric-
tion as to the freight paid by the charterers.
When I tell members that the steamer got
£13 a ton for some reason or other which is
not understandable to me, I should like very
much indeed for the leader of the House to
explain why permission was given for the
steamer to load flour,at such a profiteering
freight. No one else can get permission to
export flour, althongh the tonnage is available.
I know of one instance during the past week
in which a steamer was offered to load in
‘Western Ausiralia not at £13 a ton but at £21
per ton, £8 a ton higher than the freight paid
to the ‘‘EKangaroo,’’ and the flour was sold
in Egypt and arrangements were completed
subject to the Wheat Board granting permis-
sion to load the flour. Tt can be understood,
if we had a steamer like the ‘‘Kangaroo,”’
trading without any restriction other than port
to port regulations, subject to the control of
the board, and that they can ask such ab-
normal rates like the present, it i3 only rea-
sonable to assume that a very heavy surplus
will be shown at the end of the financial year.
According to the Estimates of the State Steam-
ship Service there will be an increased amount
eontributed to the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of £142,000. That. indeed, is a very excellent
sum and, as I said earlier, it is almost a pity
that we did not possesa that foresight in the
earlier stages of the war to invest in two or
three more steamers, which wounld have got
rid of the deficit. I think the leader of the
House was just as keen as myself in stating
that we had no right to enter into this compe-
tition. We had no right at all to enter into
such speculation as the State Steamship Ser-
viee, and T remember the leader of the House
saying that the steamer shovld be sold and
that if the Government could get the purchase
price for that steamer then the Government
should sell her, because we had no right fo
enter into this competition. It was not right
that we should embark in these enterprises,
and he added that the State Steamship Service
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was doomed to failure. He was quite right in
that, in my opinion, because bhad it not been
for the abnormal conditions prevailing, and as
disclosed in this statement, it was this steamer
alone that was making this huge profit. I
think even in those days he was perfectly
justified, providing the normal conditions had
remained, but I fail to see that the Treasurer
wag justified in taking £78,000 as the profit
earned by this steamer and placing it to the
eredit of revenue, and then giving a compara-
tive statement that he is £78,000 better off
this year than for the same period last year.
In connmection with the State Steamship Ser-
viee, I am opposed to the manager of the ser-
vice being also secretary of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust. Here we have two of the
largest trading concerns of the State—outside
of the Railway Department it is the largest
spending department in labour—and thera
must be efficient administration in those de-
partments. The secretary of the Fremantle
Harbour. Trust must devote a certain amount
of hig time in connection with the administra-
tion of the Fremantle Harbour Trust, and when
one considers that he has added to his position
that of manager of the State Steamship Sor-
vice, which has grown to such an extent in
recent years, I consider these dual positions
should be aholished, not in order to build up
another big State department, because I am
opposed to the building wp of these new de-
partments. It is not because I would like to
soe another big State department built up, but
T would like to see either the secretary of the
Harbour Trust giving his full time to such a
large department as the Fremantle Harbour
Trust and some other capable man appointed
to carry out the duties of manager of the Stats
Steamship Service. I believe the same officers
could be utilised and arrangements made by
which some of the officials could do the work.
The Government have a staff of pilots and
berthage masters and 2 large numhber of men
holding responsible positions in the Fremantle
Harbour Trust and I contend that those same
individuals could give the necessary time in
conneetion with marine or engineer superin-
tendence as they can at the present time, oe-
cupying their own positions, I pointed out in
the House two years ago that I considered
somse serious anomalies existed in connection
with the State Steamship Serviee, serions to
the extent that although it was only a ecase of
soma thousands of pounds per annum, yet that
money could be saved to the State with no
additional expenditure. T wish to give one
instanda in that connection in order to show
to the Honse where savings can be effected.
Mr. Miles knows as well as 1 do the Marble
Bar-Port Hedland railway, and when' I was
there last it was a weekly service,

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles: Tt is fortnightly
now,

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Hon. R. J. LYNN: That railway has a
staffl of carable men running it in that part
of the State, and when a passenger
boards & train at Marble Bar he buys
a ticket to Port Medland and on his
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arrival at Port Hedland he gets out of the
train, wallks across the street to the storekeeper
and purchases o ticket to go from Port Hed-
land to Fremantle, from the storeckeeper, and
the storekeeper is paid five per cent, for issu-
ing the ticket, At the same time the Govern-
ment have a staff of rgilway men there with
little or nothing to do, If it is necessary
to have men of special qualifications with
shipping experience to control the work of the
steamers at the out-ports, there might be some
argument in opposition to what I have stated.
But when one goes to Albany, where there
are houses with good shipping men in them,
the Government do not employ any of the men
out of the shipping houses in Albany, but the
railway men act as agents there, The same
thing applies in many other places through-
out the North. At Broome, in connection with
the Harbour and Light Department, and the
Wharfage Department, there are two men re-
ceiving all the cargo which comes across the
jetty at Breome and is put into a shed. The
Government officials "at Broome collect the
cargo and the wharfage which probably is 2s.
or 2s. 6d. a ton, but when it comes to colleet-
ing the higher rates of 40s. or 50, a ton, the
conzignee goes to the storckeeper and gets de-
livery, on which he is allowed to issue the re-
leasec note. The same thing applies along the
coast, At Carmarvon and at Geraldton exactly
the same conditions are in force. I did pro-
pose calling for information as to the amount
of the agency fees paid to each of the agents
at the outports so that I night have had the
information when speaking to-night on the
Estimates. But I realised that thc Estimates
were coming on at the eleventh hour and so
far as the House was concerned, there would
be little or no interest paid to them. So that
I propose waiting until next ycar, and when
the House meets at an ecarly date, 1 shall
table 2 motion in order to get this information
and move some specific motion m regard to
the matters I have montioned. When a mem-
ber of this Chamber or of another place is
willing to furnish information showing where
savings can be effected, some consideration
should be given to the suggestions, but instead
of that no notice iz taken of any of the sug-
gestions mentioned by members. 1 often won-
der why we come here. Take the legislation
of this year. It is the same almost as in pre-
vious years. To my mind it seems barren of
results from an individual point of view, be-
cause of the sympathy that is wanted between
the Government and mombers and the ex-
change of any ideas that may be possible for
the hetterment of the State and our finanecial
position. I have no wish to prolong the ques-
tion of the TFremantle Harbour Trust or the
State Steamship Service, but I ask the leader
of the House to take a note of what I have
said and get the information for himself and
if he gets that information, to ascertain what
officials he has at these ports, what are their
Auties, what added duties they are capabla of
doing, and how much money can be saved to
the State Steamship Service directly or in-
directly and of bemefit to the State. And T
think if suggestions like that are given by
members and are taken notiee of, some sav-
ings can be effected and we can at least take
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some little credit for doing something in order
to effect some saving to our State. I was not
very deeply interested in the Estimates of
Revenne and Expenditure. But some depart-
ments disclose certain anomalies. Take the
manager of the State sawmills: he is in re-
ceipt of £600 per annum. He has a mill man-
ager under him and responsible to him, and
the mill manager is in receipt of £50 per an-
num more than is his chief. That sort of thing
leads to disorganisation. It certainly cannot
tend to good administration. I helieve he is
& very good man, but even so it is a singular
nnomaly. I am satisfied that the figures re-
specting State trading concerns are useless,
Take the State brickworks. There we find an
estimated expenditure of £6,470, a mnet in-
crease of £4,038, and the total estimated re-
ceipts are only £2,750. Yet we find the man-
ager is paid £500, Thus 20 per cent. of the
total estimated receipts go to the manager.

The wages and general working o¢Xpenses
amount to £4,200, interest on fixed and work-
ing eapital to £1,600, and departmental
charges to £80. Take all that cxpendi-
ture aguinst the estimated reccipts of
£2,750, and we see that it is palpably
wrong. I looked wp the figures and

I found that the receipts from the brick-
works for the first five months of the year
were £3,352, In other words, the receipts are
roughly £800 more in five months than the
estimated rec¢cipts for the 12 months, while
the expenditure for the same period was
£2,785, which is in keeping with the Esti-
mates, DBut if £1,700 is the total standing
charge of the brickworks, is it' not infinitely
better to pay the standing charges and close
the works rather than to continue trading

at a loss? T know the figures must be
wrong. What s wrong with them T
do not know. That is one of the

questions which I submitted to the leader of
the Touse. It is necessary that explanations
should be given in order that we might delve
into some of these trading concerns and arrive
at some finality. Mr. Holmes has referred to
the State Implement Works. ¥or the present
year it is anticipated that the works will pro-
vide interest on fixed and working capital
amounting to £9,000, and close the year with
a deficit of £466. We know that these figures
are not correct, Lf the Minister feela dia-
posed to wipe off £60,000 or £70,000 of the
capital plant because of aobsolescence, there
should be some manner of treating it other
than writing it down to a point where interest
and sinking fund will just about cover the
revenue. It i estimated that the cxpenditure
for the year will be £79,000, and on the returns
issued on the 1st December the expenditure to
that date is approximately £51,000, clearly in-
dicating the impossibility of discussing these
figures for want of information placed before
the Chamber. I am willing to admit the leader
of the House might well gay, ‘‘ We are running
this as a State trading concern. We have our
profit and loss account and our ledger balance
drawn up monthly, and the profit and loss
acecount made out at the end of six months or
twelve months.’’ I know it may be quite
possible for the works to have a fair stock on
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hand at the close of the year, and the sales
of the stock put into the sales of the following
month or two, and so build up the receipts,
not out of the work but out of the stock, But
this expenditure I refer to: the expenditure
over five months is 75 per cent. of the total
for the year, and this is not a concern where
the balance of seven months is made up because
of reduced work, for I take it the continuity
of work is there. Of course if it is not that
may account for it. By eontinuity of work I'mean
that the average number of men employed
is as nearly as possible maintained in order
to get the highest standard of efficiency in
the shopa throughout the year. And although
they may have some rush jobs at times, that
would not amount te mere than £5,000 or
£6,000 during the year. Then the State
quarries are in exactly the same position. They
are being run at a loss, and the sawmills are
not doing very much better. I# is impossible
for any member to derive any satisfaction
from debating the figures in the form in which
they are put before us here, especially when
we are asked to consider them at three o'clock
in the morning, notwithstanding that we have
been hera since three o’clock in the afternoon.
It is only because I think the leader of the
Houge ia worthy of support and is entitled to
get into recess that T have remained here. It
is hardly reasonable to criticize him and keep
him here day after day and then expect him
to administer his big departments. Reference
has heen made to the hospital vote. As a
humanitarian, I say this vote can never be
too large. So long as efficiency is being main-
tained at those institutions and economy is
being exercised, we cannot complain. Bt
let me give this instance: a few months ago I
was on the way to Bunbury, when I met a man
in the train, He said, ‘“My word, that Perth
hospital is a great institution.’’ T said, ‘*Yes;
what is your experience?’’ He replied, ‘I
had my little boy very ill. He went into the
Perth Puoblic Hospital, and T went along to
pay the aceount. The secretary said, ‘T do
not knew what the fec is, but there is a poor
box there.’ " And so he put a pound in the
box and kept the rest.

The Colonial Seeretary: How long ago was
that? .

Hon. R, J. LYNN: Within the last 12
months, If that is the general method of ren-
dering aceounts it iz ne wonder that inatitu-
tion is costing a lot of money. I mention this
to show the general laxity respeecting Govern-
ment; departments. Everyone, even responsible
officials, seems to consider that the Government
area good game, and are entitled to find
the money. I was plensed to hear the leader of
the House refer to the Railway Department,
and the overhead charges. I am in accord with
him. The same argument applies to the
railways as to the East Perth power station.
That power house is capitalised very highly,
and unless they have the output the overhead
charges will be very heavy. The same thing
applies to the railways, and that was one
thing which the Commissioner never secemed
‘to tako into consideration, Those who were
responsible never seemed to cater for the
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traffic; no headwuay was cver made in that
respeet. I approached the Minister on one
oceasion to see whether anything could be
done to foster the coal industry. In South
Africa they carry coal 2,000 miles for what
we in this State carry it 150 miles, It is a
apecial traffic of great importance to any
country, Thers is no commodity which will
tend to build up a country to a greater or
more rapid extent than coal. It is ouly by
going into these questions exhaustively and
by the exchange of views that we can hope
to get out of the difficulties we find ourselves
in to-day. I am in favour of appointing
financinl committees in both Houses of Par-
liament, There are men in Parliament who
are well qualified to express opinions oo mat-
ters of firancial interest, men who have had
a good commercial training, and I believe if
the Government ¢ould see their way to ap-
point such committees and refer questiong of
finaneial importance to them, the best re-
sults would foliow, If something like that
is not done, I fail to see that members of
Parliament will be of any value to the State.
So far as I am concerned, I know of nothing
that I have Jdone that has advanced the in.
terests of the State from a Parliamentary
poiet of view, If any hon. member who has
at one time or another held a responsibie
position was sufficiently econscientionus he
would endorse what I have stated. We are
hampered and curbed at every direction,
Here is an inatance: When matters of finan-
cial importance should be given ecareful and
close consideration we find oursclves debating
them in the early hours of the morning, de-
bating them in a sparsely attended House,
when members are weary after a series of
protracted sittings and whon they are ment-
ally unfit to express opinions of value. I am
sorry that the motion on the Notice Paper
which was moved by Mr. Carson with refer-
cnee to the Eleetoral Department cannot be
proceeded with., Something should be done
with regard to that department.  The ex-
perience at the last clections was such that T
say without hesitation that the Electoral De-
partment was of little or no wvalne. Unless
there ¢an be hetter administration the depart-
ment should be abolished, or reconstrueted,
but I am of the opinion that the amount of
money on the Estimates for that denartmant,
judging by the way it is conducted to-day, ia
of litfle or no valne. There is no oeccasion
for us to be eroakers. T believe that no~mal
times will return and that in the not distant
future there will again be the advent of ships
to our shores, and with our ability to export
our produvets prosperity will return. T wonld
give the leader of the House a word of warn-
ing, and it is that if the Estimates are brought
down again on the last day of the session,
and T am here, he can rest assured he will got
no quarter even if I have to stonewall every
item. I have refrained from doing so on this
occasion out of regard te the leader of the
House, who has had hoavy and arducus duties
to perform during the past fortnight. But
it i8 not fair to any member of this Chamber
to bring in the Appropriation Bill in the clos-
ing hourg of the session, and neither is it fair
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to the State. Ef this cannot he obviated, I
would like to see the Constitution altered so
that we might have a chance of devoting
more time to the Estimates and giving them
fuller cousideration than we have ever done
in the past. It would be better if they did
not come hefore us at all rather than we
should have them two hours hefore the ter-
mination of the session.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, H.
P. Colebatch—Enst—in reply) [2.55]: I
cannot but express my gratitude to how. mem-
bers for the spirit in which they have re-
ceived this Bill. They have always treated
me with great genevosity, but their action
this eveuing has exceeded anything they have
done in the past. I shall reply very briefly,
I would like to sssure Mr. Holmes that I am
confident that the deficit will not execed the
estimate. It is always the case in the first
four or five months.of the financial year that
the deficit is very large. When I presented
the Appropriation Bill last year I told hon.
members that the deficit wonld Le a quarter
of a million less than the estimate. That
proved to he the case, and I am just as con-
fident that the deficit this year will not ex-
ceed the estimate. I hope it will be a good
deal less. 'The hon. member made reference
to the increased vote for the Perth hospital.
That is duo to the fact that the vote provided
last year was not sufficient for the purpose.
Thers is & great deal to be said in favour of
the contention put forward by Mr. Dodd that
in many of the outback districts the people
support their hospitals handsomely, whersas
in Perth where the hogpital is used by people
of all parts of the Stute, it is difficult to make
the local residents realise their responsibili-
ties. Mr. Lynn made reference to an inei-
dent in comnection with the administration of
the hospital, and I can hardly imagine how it
oceurred. The hospital is conducted by a
board, and if what Mr. Lynn states actually
occurred, some officer must have been to
blame. I made no reference to the Fremantle
Freczing Works and Mr, Dodd expressed re-
pret on that aecount. I did not do so he-
eause from day to day there has been some
referenea in the Press to what was going on
regarding these works, but no finality has yet
been arrived at and I am not in a positien to
give hon. members any information. T re-
eognise it will be necessary to excrcise care
in the expenditure of the vote provided for
the encouragement of mining. and I endorse
what hns been snid in regard to the
genorons support the mining members have
given towards the development of agrienl-
ture and industries in other parts of the State.
Mr. Kirwan made rteference to State debts,
which is worthy of close consideration. The
lon. member has a greater hnowledge of
TFederal political affairs than most of us
because he has been a member of the
Federal Houge. That is one direction in
which the Commonwealth Parliament has
neglocted its obligations to the State under
the Constitution, in that it has not made pro-
vision for the taking over of the State debts.
Mr. Lynn wag quite right in his reference to
the BState steamers. Tt is true that the
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‘“Kangarco' has excited n good deal of euvy
amongst its competitors, and I have to admit
that if the State had puvchased two or three
other vessels hefore the war began we would
now have Deen in o correspondingly better
position.  The difficulties the Governnent
bave had from time to time to retain the
‘‘Kangaroo’’ makes me pause to think what
the difficulties would have been if we had
been the owners of not one hut two or three
steamers of that type.

Hon, J. Cornell: The hon. gentleman moved
to delete the item for the purpose of another
steamer,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 did:
and I am not even now aghamed of having
done it. As a matter of fact it is an unfor-
tunate feature of the position regarding State
Trading concerns that the steamship **Kanga-
roo’’ ig able to make enormous profits be-
cause it competes unfairly againgt other steam-
ship companies of the Commonwealth. That is
an argument into which I am not going to en-
ter to-night, but it showa that State enterprise
when directly suceessful mny he indircetly
prejudicial to the interests of the community.

Hon, G. J. G, W, Miles: And the other
State steamers are the only steamers in the
world not paying to-day.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
beeause they are running cheap freights
along the North-West const. T am not able
to explain why a freight of £13 per ton
should be considered profiteering. There is a
great deal to be said in favour of the con-

téntion regarding the wmanagement of ihe
State Steamship Rervice by the Secre-
tary of the Fremantle Harbour Trust,
but the present mannger of the Btate
Steamship  Service s a very capable
man and is doing his very best in the
interests of the State. As regards State

trading concerns generally, the trouble seems
to be so far as the infermation reaching
this House is concerned that for some reason
or other it has not been fonrd possible to
comply with the coudition that the whole of
the balance sheets, aundited, should be placed
on the Tables of both Houses of Parliament
by the 3pth September of cach year. If that
were done, as ig contemplated by the Act, the
information would eertainly be of great value
to hon. members. Tinally, Mr. Lynn said
that if the Appropriation Bill were brought
down again on the last day of the session he
would oppose its passage. If he does that in
those eircumstances, I shall not complain; but
I do wish hon. members to remind themselves
of this faet, that we are finishing this scs-
sion before Christmas; that is to say, we are
going to have a recess. Since I have baen
a member of the Government, this i the first
recess we have ever had. Tf Ministers do not
make good use of the recess, and are mnot
able to satisfy Parliament next session that
they have made good use of the recess, they
will be deserving of any hostile eriticism
that they may pget.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, etcetera.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Col-
onial Seerctury in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Schedules A, B, C, D, E—agreed to.

Schedule I

Hon. J. W, KLIRWAN: I direet the atten-
tion of the leader of the House to page 10,
where he will sec a reference to the In-
dustries Assistance Board, and, immediately
following that, something which seems to have
no reference at all to the Industries Assist-
ance Board—nn item dealing with expenses
of inguiries ¢onnected with ship building. Tt
seems very strange.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Certainly,
the Industries Assistance Board have nothing
to do with that matter, It is obviously wrong.
I believe the words should be ‘‘Minister for
Industries.” But “'TIndustries Assistance
Board'’ is purely a misprint.

Schedule put and passed,

Schedules G, H—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

(The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted. ’ .
Read a third time and pasgsed.

BILL—WHREAT MAREKETING ACT
AMENDMENT.
Messuge received from the Assembly agree-
ing to the amendments made by the Couneil.

Third Reading.
Recad a third time and pgssed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Assembly agree-

ing to the amendment made by the Couneil.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS
SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Message received from the Asgembly noti-
fying that it no longer declined to make
amendments Nos. 2 and 6 requested by the
Couneil

Resumed from on earlier period of the sit-
ting.

Hg.on. W. Kingemill in tbe Chair. the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Title—agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.}

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LOAN, £780,000,
Second Reading.
The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon H.P.

Colebatch—East) [3.14 am.]: In moving the
second rending of this Lean Bill for an
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amount of £780,000, I may say that all the
items for which we require authorisation were
passed on the Loan Estimates last night. The
items are not for the full amounts shown in
the Loan Bill, beeange it has been customary,
almost since the inception of responsible gov-
ernment, to ask for greater authorisations
than the amounts actually proposed to be ex-
pended in the current year. In the Firat
Schedule ‘‘Departmental’’ is set down for
£42,000, The previous authorisation was
£1,529,360, and the credit balance at the 30th
June was £18,684, As this balance is not suffi-
cient to meet the estimated expenditure for
the year ending on the 30th June, 1919, a
further anthorisation of £42,000 is now re-
quired, whiech will also be used to mest any
demands for the year 1919-20. Railways—
additions and improvements to opened rail-
ways, £20,000, The previcus authorisation
under this item was £2,694,863, and the credit
halance at the end of Jume, 1918, £140,494,
As this amount is about sufficient to cover the
estimated expenditure to the 31st March, 1920,
it is deemed advisable to obtain the further
authorisations of £20,000. Bolgart extension,
£11,000. This is required to complete the second
sgetion of the railway. The previous authorisa-
tion was for £52,500. Relling stock, £50,000.
The amount previously authorised was £3,452-
707 and the eredit balance at 30th June, 1918,
£41,966. The estimated expenditure for 1918-
19 is £54,200. £50,000 is, therefore, required
to cover this amount and the estimated ex-
penditure to 31st March, 1920. Tramways,
Perth electrie, £10,600. The previous author-
isation was £644 000 and the credit bhalance at
the 30th June, 1918, £44.467. This amount,
together with the £10,000 asked for, is re-
quired to cover the expenditure for the year
1918-19, and for the nine months cnded 31st
Mareh, 1920. Fremantle barbour works,
£30,000. The previous authorisations totalled
£1,537,512, and the credit balance at the 30th
June, 1918, was £42,087.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What is the total ex-
penditure on the Fremantle harbour works$

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The total
expenditure on the Fremantle harbour works
is one and a half millions, As thia latter sum
is just about sufficient to cover the estimated
expenditure to the 30th June, 1918, £30,000
was deemed necessary to cover the expenditure
for the mine months ending 31st March, 1920,
Development of mining, goldfields and min-
cral resources, £60,000. The previous author-
isations totalled £242,200 and the eredit bal-
anee at the 30th June, 1918, £17,722, As this
amount is not sufficient to cover the estimated
expenditure of £50,000 for the current financial
year, and the estimated expenditure for the
nine months ended 31st March, 1920, £60,000
is new required. Abattoirs, cold storage, ete.,
£30,000. The previous autherisations fotalled
£689,605 and the credit balance at the 30th
<June, 1918, wag £137, 806, As this latter sum
is not sufficient to cover the extimated expendi-
ture of £155,000 required to complete the work,
a further £30,000 ia necessary. Land settle-
ment for soldiers, ete, £400,000, This iz a
new item and is required to cover the following
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ftems of expenditure: £150,000 advances to
soldiers (to be recouped by the Commonwealth
Government) ; purchase of estates by issue of
war bonds, £100,000; purchase of estates (cash
payments), £60,000; cash advances to soldiers,
in excess of amount provided by Common-
wealth, £60,000, Wyndham Freezing Works,
working capital, £100,000. This is a new item
and is required to ecover part of the working
eapital for this trading eoncern. The balance
of the capital, £55,000, is being provided in
the third schedule by reappropriations of the
credit balances shown against the items in the
second schedule. The departmenta tell the
Treasurer which items are mnot considered
nocessary for some time and they make the
reappropriation. Thet is shown in the second
schedunle, The third schedule shows which
works the items are being reappropriated for.
I do not think it is necessary to make any
further reference to the items because ‘the
whole ig included in the Bill which we have
just passed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, . CARSON (Central) [3.19]; I
have not oeeupied the time of the House very
much, but T lhope members will bear with me
while T say a few words on the second read-
ing of this Bill. If my remarks seem to mem-
bers to be parochial, they will recognise that
those remarks are justified after they have
heard what I say, and that I am justified in
speaking on the Bill to-night. I want to pro-
test against the attitude that this Government
and previous Governments have taken up to-
wards the province which I bave the honour to
represent. I have lived in that province for
35 years., I was elccted to represent (erald-
ton in the Legislative Assembly in 1904, and,
putting my views before the electors at Ger-
aldton, I advocated very strongly a water sup-
ply for that town. T also advocated the im-
provement of the harbour, T was instrumental
in getting the Government to do something
towards the water supply, or attempting to do
something, and they have been attempting to
do something for 14 years, yet they are no
further forward. Members wWill recognise
what a vast improvement to any town it is to
have an adequate water supply. No town ean
prosper, no industry can be started without
an adequate water supply, and also the heaith
of the community js affeeted by not having a
decent water supply. I say the Government
have attempted to do something but with no
result. The whole fault is with the depart-
mental engineers and if that is so they should
go. We actually had a demonstration over the
water supply and the enginecr staked his re-
putation that it would be a suceess. But it was
uscless and I think that officer iz still in the
Government service. Another attempt, and this
was the second one, was made at Bullar river
for a water supp]y. This attempt has heen
going on for three years and T updersta_nd the
dam has gone. T say that thers is nothing on
the Estimates regarding a water supply for
Geraldton. I believe the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Willeock) is deing all he ean and he
has reccived an assurance from the QGovern-
ment and from the Premier that Geraldton-

[COUNCIL.]

would have a water supply as soon as posgibie
in counection with the freezing works.

Hon. G, J. G. W. Miles: Mr. George is
going up there to fix it.

Hon. H. CARSON: T hope he will flx it
soon. Coming to the improvements of the
harbour, some time ago, after 1904, we had a
short extension of the jetty and we have been
battling for improvemenis to the harbour for
years, We have got so far as to have a
acheme decided vwpon. That was some three or
four years ago and we have had it started.
There has been a viadiet built to carry stone
to build the island breakwater at the end of
the jetty. That was constructed some two or
three years ago at a cost of £30,000 or
£40,000 but it 13 ooly used for fishing pur-
poses and it is not likely to be used for any-
thing else for some years to come. I know our
finances are in a bad way but I think this im-
portant ceantre should have had more consid-
eration from this and previous CGovernments.
What is the position to-day? My ecolleague
has referred to a deputation to Mr. Baxter in
regard to the removing of the wheat by rail
from the port of Geraldton te Fremantls and
he stated that the ships eould not go there. 1
may say that is a libel to a very large extent, -
on the port as tonstituted at the present time.
Four years ago a steamer loaded 6,000 bags
of wheat ag this port, therefore I say it is un-
fair, It is centralisation, yet the Government
say they are out for decentralisation,

Hon. C. . Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Thete is only 20 feet draught there.

Hon. J. W. Xirwan: It might possibly in-
jure Fremantle; that is the trouble.

Hon. H, CARSON: There ig an item of
£30.000 on the Estimates for Fremantle.

Hon, G, J. G, W, MILES: The Government
are centralisationists.

Hon. H. CARSON: Some few months ago
Mr. Chesson, the member for Cue, invited the
Minister for Mines to Cue to meet the pros-
pectors there, He did this for the purpose of
inducing the Minister to give the people a
State battery and the men are trying to de-
velop that country but it is impossible to
prove the district without a State battery. T
understand the Minister promised to pive the
district & hattery, but recently one of the men
told me that nothing has been done. I do
hope that the leader of the House will bring
these matters before the Government and see
that portion of the State geta some little con-
sideration. '

Hon, G. J. G. W. Miles: There is room at
Northampton for 500 or 600 men.

Hon. H, CARSON: I am just coming to
that question. T want to refer to Geraldine.
The member for Greenongh induced the Min-
ister for Mines to visit that centre and the
Minister took the State mining engineer with
him, and these two men got the surprise of
their lives when they arrived, for undoubtedly
thig isione of the richest portions of the State.
Only a few weeks ago a mining man, I sup-
pose gne of the highest mining men in Aus-
tralia, was in Western Australian and visited
this centre and he stated that there is nothing
like it in the whole of Auastralia. I believe the
ownhers of the property have refused £70,000
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for the property. The member for Greenongh
has been unable to earry a resolufion in an-
other Ohamber for the building of a railway
to that centre from Ajana, a distance of 12
or 14 miles. I am sure if that motion had
been sent om here, it would have reeeived
the same treatment. I want to extend to the
members of this House an invitation to visit
the distriet. The member for Greenough has
made all the arrangements and the party will
leave Perth oo the 27th January, and I feel
gure if members visit that centre they, too,
will realise what a valuable asset the State
has in the mining there.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Tt is lead mining, is it
not?

Hon. H, CARSON: Yes. I do hope, if it
is at all possible, the Government will pro-
vide for the construction of this railway early
next session. I believe there is employment
there for something like 1,000 men,

HMon. J. Nicholson: What was the price of
the lead when it was proposed?

Hon. H. CARSON: 1 wmay tell the hon.
member we expeet the price to fall a little.
But what happened? Tt has gone up £12 a
ton, from £28 to £40.

Hon, .J. Niecholson: What is the cause?

Hon. Fl. CARSON: That will show to mem-
lLiers that every assistance should be given to
the industry. About 120 tons a week are
being torned out with very primitive methods.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: There are 200 men
thare now.

Hon, H. CARSON: I am referring to the
time when I was there. I do not intend to
detain the House longer. Members will realise
that that poertion of the State has been greatly
neglected and T do hope the Government will
endeavour, if it is at all possible, to give more
consideration to it, and I believe it will be in
the best interests of Western Australia and
will go a long way to help fo repatriate our
soldiers who are coming home. I am deeply
interested in the distriet, and I want to tell
the House and the leader of the House of a
eonversation which J had with the mayor of the
town on coming through three weeks ago. He
and other business men are so greatly dis-
gusted with the treatment which that portion
of the State is reeeiving at the hands of the
Clovernment that they intend to get a pelition
signed by the residents to petition the Federal
Government to take them over,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Everyonc on the East-
ern Coldfields will sign that petition.

Hon. H. CARSON: T told the gentleman that
I thought they were making a mistake, be-
canse tha Federal Government are not giving
to Western Australia a fair deal, and T do not
think the people will get anything better.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It will not nced a peti-
tion; we shall be taken over naturally.

Hon, H, CARSON: I thiok that will come. T
am sorry o have kept members, but T thought
it necessnry to let the House and the &overn-
ment know the position, and I hone they will
take notice of it and remedy things.

Hon. J, CORNELL (South) [3.30 am.]: I
wish to draw attention to a portion of my pro-
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vince which is absolutely forgotten. Some of
the Ministers do not know of the place. I will
exonerate the Country party Ministers from
that, because recently a branch of the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association has been established
at Grasspatch, and the farmers there are
anxious that I should support the handling
of the wheat by the acquiring agent right
through to the ship’s side. On the Estimates
i8 a sum of £100 for work on the Esperance
railway. 'I'he pcople of that district have been
asking for a railway for over 26 years. I hope
they will not be as long in getting the vailway
after the passage o6f the Bill as they wers in
getting the Bill passed, The Government should
give some consideration to' that part of the
State. The Royal Commission appeinted to in-
Quire into Esperance lands reported that the
district is one of the best. Had it not been for
the parochialism that has done so much hatm
to the State we should have had a thriving
population down there. I hope something will
be done to honour the hond. Seeing that the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association have estab-
lished a branch down there, I think it was un-
fair that Mr. Griffiths, a representative of that
association in another place, should have triad
to get through another place a motion adverse
to the immediate construction of the line. The
centralisation we have is a crime. If men are
not encouraged to go into the hinterland the
time will seon arrive when we sball have to
eat cach other. Mr. Carson said that some of
his constituents are petitioning for separa-
tion. In point of sympathetic treat-
ment, Geraldton and other outports are already
separated from the State. When in London T
gained the impression that if the financial
drift continues in Wiestern Australia for an-
other few years the only course left will be for
the State to become a Federal territory. That
idea predominated in London, and it ean do
nothing but harm to the State’s credit. T trust
that before long we shall reach the turning
point, T hope the public men of the State will
make a gtand and endeavour to place the State
in n better position than it has occupied during
the last few years.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN (South) [3.40]: I
support the remarks of Mr. Dodd and Mr.
Cornell regarding the Esperance railway., My
views ou that sabject are well known. .That
district has been treated very badly in the
past. It iz but one of many instances that
might be quoted to show the feeling of sore-
ness that exists on the goldfields. State Min-
isters are constantly denouncing the relation-
ship between the State and the Common-
wealth. Those Ministers take a biassed view,
and are trying to foment ill-feeling towards
the Commanwealth, ill-feeling which is quite
unjustified. I am sure that if Mr. Carson in-
vites the mayor of Ceraldton to send a depu-
tation to the eastern pgoldfields, with a view
of peenring support for the separation pati-
tion referred to, the deputation will be re-
ceived with enthusiasm, and everything pos-
gible will be done by the residents of the gold-
fields to secure relief from the mis-government
of the State Government. We on the gold-
fields have had a great deal to do with the
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Commonwealth Goverament, and have never
had occasion to say that we were not fairly
treated. In the matter of the Customs duties,
of the trans-Australian railway and many
other questions, we have always been received
by the Federal Government with consideration
and in almost every instance our request has
been complied with. Whenever a Federal mat-
ter arises we know that we will get justice. If
we on the goldfields were asked to decide be-
tweon government from Melbourne or govern-
ment from Perth, we would unanimously vote
for government from Melbourne. There is on
the Bstimates £100 for the Esperance railway.
Mr, Carson seems to be suffering from a simi-
lar grievance in connection with his district.
Albany is in exactly the same position, and I
am certain that Albany would join with Ger-
aldton in this matter. The reply of the Col-
onial Secretary will be that the Government
are giving £60,000 to the mining industry thia
year. But what is that as compared with
£600,000 for the agricultural industry? The
Commonwealth have cxtended exceptionally
favourable treatment to Western Australia,
and T am sure those in the out-back districts
would prefer government from Melbourne
than from Perth, just as, according to Mr.
Carson, the people of Geraldton prefer gov-
ernment from Geraldton than from Porth,

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY (Hon. H. F.
Colebatch—East—in reply) [3.48 am]}: 1
have taken a careful uote of the remarks made
by Mr. Carson. I understand that the Minis-
ter for Works is inquiring into the subject of
the hon. member’s compldint. It is not be-
cause somecthing has not been done in the past
but because the wrong thing bhas been done,
and I hope that the Government will do the
right thing this time. So far as the harbour
improvements are concerned, I am strongly of
the opinion that this is one of the first things
Western Australia shoold take in hand in
order that larger vessels may bhe accommo-
dated in the future. ¥ hope to be able tv make
one of the party who propose to visit Gerald-
ton at the end of Jannary., Mr. Cornell re-
ferred to the LEaperance railway. A Bill for
the construction of that line has been passed
by both Houses and the Commission which in-
quired into the matter strongly advocated the
coustruction of the line, while, in another
place a resolution has been carried that this
work should be the first undertaken so far as
railway constroetion is concerned. L cannot
imagine any Government, when considering
their tailway policy, doing other than giving
serious eonsideration to a projeet that has
beon thus approved. I find myself in aceord
with the remarks made in regard to plucea
remote from the capital. There is no doubt
that centralisation is one of the eurses of
Australia, but I do not think this is the time
to discuss such a big problem.

In Committee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the

report adopted.
Read a third time and passed.

[COUNGIL.]

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DEFICIENCY.
Second Reading,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P,
Colebatch—East) [3.52 am.] in moving the
seeond reading said: As members are aware,
our deficits are financed from Loan and Trust
funds. In 1917 an Aect was passed authorising
the issue of treasury bonds, the proceeds of
which were to recoup the amount of the deficit
financed from Trust and Loan funds. The
Acet made provision that the currency should
not exceed thirty years, and the rate of interest
should not exceed § per ceni. per annum. The
first authorigation was for £1,500,000. The
second authorisation was given by Parliament
last year for £650,000. The Treasurer is now
asking for an authorisation of £750,000, which
will make a total authorisation of £2,900,000,
which he eonsiders will be sufficient for the
time being, In asking for the authorisation
last year of £650,000, the House agreed that
the sinking fund might be suspended by the
Governor for such time as the Government
might think fit, His Excellency wanted to be
quite clear ag to what the effect on London
bondholders would be and he sent the Riil
home for the purpose of ascertaining, Up to
tlie present time it has Dot been assented to,
but in order to prevent any question on this
score in the future, the Bill repeals paragraph
{b)eof Section §, which reads: ‘‘The contri-
bution of the sinking funds for the redemption
thereof shall commence to accrue on the Ist
day of July.’”’ Parliament ngreed last year
in the view that it was idle to borrow money
to provide sinking fund for a deficit, Up to
the present time we have issued treasury bonds
amounting to £1,488,000, the longest date of
maturity of which is 1927, The average rate
of intorest so far paid amounts to, roughly,
£5 6s. per annum and all the bonds have been
issued in Australia. I move—

That the Bill be now read a secord time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera,

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adepted.

Read a third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—COMPLIMENTARY
REMARES,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.

Colebatch—East) [3.57 a.m.]: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn to

tho 29th January, 1919,
In the meantime a proclamation will be issued
proroguing Parliament in the usual way. If
I thought it was the wish of hon. members to
procecd with the business which is still on the
Notice Paper, I wounld feel it my duty to do
so after the manner in which they have as-
sisted me to bring the session to a close at the
last few sittings, I am sure, however, it is not
the wish of hon, members that we should do so.
I thaok hon. members for the way in which
they have helped me particnlarly during the iast
few days. We have done wonderfully good work
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and we can say that another place has accepted
the amendments we made to measures in a
generous manner. My only regret is that the
Btate Children Act Amendment Bill, in which
the House took a great deal of interest, did not
go beyond the initial stages of anmother place.
I trust, however, that it will be taken up next
session as & lapsed Bill and that it will be
dealt with as quickly as possible. I cannct but
express a feeling of satisfaction at seeing back
amongst us our old friend Mr. Cornell after
a long absence on active gervice, A few days
ago I received a letter from Dr, Saw, and he
expressed the hope that he would shortly be
able to return to England from Cairo and make
arrangements for bis carly departure for West-
ern Australia and as quickly as possible get
back to Wastern Australia because it was his
desire to take an active part in the public life
of the State. I hope, Mr. Deputy President,
that this Christmas vacation—the first that
any of us has bheen able to look forward to
with real! happiness for what seem many years
past—will be one of pleasure to all hon, mem-
bers, and I entertain no doubt that the respite
will prove acceptable, both to yourself and to
our respected Pregident,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.2 a.m, (Saturday).

Tegislative Essembly,
Friday, 20ih Decomber, 1%13.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30

p.m., and read prayers.

[For “Questions on Notice’'’ and '‘Papers
Presented’’ sce *¢Votes and Proceedings.’']

QUESTION—PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA,
QUARANTINING CONTACTS.

Mr. ANGELO (without notice) asked the
Premier: Hag his attention been called to the
newspaper report of a mass meeting held on
the Esplanade the night before last at which
the following resolution was carried unanim-
ously:—**That the Federal Government be
informed that unless it assures the R.S.A.
on or before midnight on Thursday, the 19th
inst., that arrangements are being made to
transfer the men from the ‘‘Boonah’’ to Rott-
nest Tsland not later than the 2lst inst., the
R.B.A., with the aid of the State Government
and the people of Western Australia, will make
and earry out the necessary arrangements
themselves’¥ Can the Premier give any in-
formation in regard to the CGovernment’s at-
titude in respect of this? R

’
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The PREMIER replied: The full text of
this resolution has ‘only just been brought
under my notice. The Government are no
party to the resolution, nor have they been
approached in the matter; noither have the
Government given any intimation that they
will render any assistance whatever in the
carrying out of the suggested arrangemenis.

PERENJORI AND -KULIN HOTEL
LICENSES.
Royal €ommissioner’s Report.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSTON ordered:
That the report and recommendation of the
Royal Commissioner (Mr. Justice Rooth) re-
garding country liguor licenses be printed.

BILI—WATER BOARDS ACT AMEND-
MENT. .

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s amendmenta.

Schedule of six amendmeuts reguested by
the Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

Hon, G. Taylor in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1~—Clause 4, strike out the word
‘fgeven’’ in line 3 and insert ‘‘nine’’ in lien:

The PREMIER: This deals with the number
of appointees on the Lands Purchase Board.
Tt is considered that it will be an advantage if
the number ig increased from seven to mine. T
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
ameéndment made.

No. 2—Clanse 10, in line 2, strike out the
words ‘fin all cases,’’ with the object of in-
serting the words ‘‘in regard to discharged
soldiers or dependants’’:

The PREMIER: Thia Rill deals with no ¢lass
of people except discharged soldiers, so there
is no need for the words ““in all cases.’”’ The
amendment was made in another place at my
instigation, and I think it will make the clanse
mueh more intelligible. T move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

Ne¢. 3—Clause 10, strike out the words ‘fin
regard to discharged soldiers or dependants,’’
in line 4: '

The PREMIER: This amendwment is really
consequential on the previons one. I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made. .

No. 4—Clause 12, Subeclause 1; add to the
proviso, ‘‘unless in the opinion of the Miniater
it ia necessary for the proper and more econom-



